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Our Mission: Nahant Marsh Education 

Center protects, enhances and restores the 

marsh through education, research and 

conservation.

Our Vision: We foster wonder, 

appreciation and stewardship of the  

natural world.
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Iowa is a place of great natural beauty, yet it is  
also the most ecologically altered state in the  
United States. Over 90% of the state’s original 
wetlands are gone.

But not Nahant Marsh, a 305-acre urban wetland in  

the Quad Cities area that is both a nature preserve and an  

education center. 

Once an environmental hazard due to high levels of lead in the water 

and the soil, the marsh underwent a remarkable transformation in  

the late 1990s led by a public-private parthership. Nahant Marsh 

stands today as a beautiful and diverse example of nature’s resiliency, 

but that resiliency is now threatened by runoff and siltation.

For those of us charged with the care of this priceless resource, it’s 

in our nature to ensure that it is protected and that it continues to 

connect ever-growing numbers of people to its beauty and richness. 

We never forget the natural world belongs to everyone.  

It’s in our nature. 

We need your help to safeguard the marsh’s future, expand its 

contributions to our community and deepen its impact on visitors  

from near and far.

Great Blue Herons now 
frequent Nahant Marsh. 
Prior to restoration, this 
was a rare sight.

“ Theodore Roosevelt said, ‘Wildlife 
and its habitat cannot speak for 
themselves, so we must and we 
will’. It’s exciting to reach out to our 
community and invite everyone to 
join us in speaking for the habitat 
and the wildlife.”

–  Curtis Lundy, board chair, 
Nahant Marsh and  
campaign co-chair
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Over the past decade, Nahant Marsh has seen a nearly tenfold 

increase in visitors. Currently, those visitors — schoolchildren, Scouts, 

early learners, church groups, college students, senior groups and 

more — are served by robust education, research, conservation and 

recreation programs. 

This impressive growth in attendance has pushed our current 

capacity to its limits. Nahant Marsh itself needs to grow. As part of 

that expansion, it needs new facilities, technology, amenities and staff 

to serve the growing numbers of people seeking to reconnect with 

nature.

This campaign seeks funds for three areas.

Education: New educational shelters, improved technology, additional 

staff and expanded parking will allow Nahant Marsh to fully serve more 

students and visitors. In addition, a fund will be created to offset the 

cost of bringing area schoolchildren to the marsh.

Conservation and Research: For Nahant Marsh to thrive, it must 

continue to grow and be protected against runoff and siltation. 

More than 40 acres of agricultural land will be added 

to the marsh and restored to wetlands and prairie. 

Three of these acres will be the site of a new 

operations building, alleviating crowding 

and potential safety hazards at the current 

operations facility near the education center.

Recreation: Nahant Marsh will expand the 

existing trail system from three miles to seven 

miles, complete with appropriate amenities, 

including interpretive signage that will provide greater 

recreational and educational opportunities. The newly 

created trail system will be a side spur of two national trails — the 

American Discovery Trail and the Mississippi River Trail.

“ Nahant Marsh is the largest urban 
marsh between the Twin Cities and 
St. Louis. It’s something that we don’t 
want to lose — the diversity of wildlife, 
plant life and fish life. The vision is 
to make sure this exists in the future. 
Your support for Nahant Marsh is a 
way to give back to the community 
and to ensure the marsh’s survival.”

–  Cal Werner, board member, 
Nahant Marsh and campaign 
co-chair

Growth is in our nature
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Vital Role in Flood Protection

Similar to a sponge, wetlands trap and hold water — 

and then slowly release it. Wetland vegetation also 

slows down floodwaters. The combination of water 

storage and braking can actually lower flood heights 

and reduce erosion.

The record flooding of summer 2019, however, 

overwhelmed Nahant Marsh for 90 days —drowning 

plants, displacing wildlife and cutting off access to the 

education center. The marsh took on about 1 trillion 
additional gallons of water. That’s equivalent to 1.5 

million Olympic-sized swimming pools. 

Nahant Marsh helps with flood protection, but 

expanding the marsh will help even more. According 

to the EPA, wetlands along the Mississippi River once 

stored at least 60 days of floodwater. Now they store 

only 12 days because most have been filled or drained. 

By expanding and restoring Nahant Marsh, we will 

be able to store more water and help mitigate against 

future flooding.

During 2019 Flood

Normal Water Level
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Ambitious plans require significant funding, and the staff and board of 

Nahant Marsh are experts at making the most of available resources — both 

natural and financial. Less than $2.5 million is needed to achieve the goals 

of this campaign.

Education:

Nahant FREE (Fund for Recreation  

and Environmental Education) Scholarship  $   500,000  

Enhance Education Operations     500,000  

Equipment and Technology     100,000  

TOTAL:  $1,100,000  

Conservation and Research:

Land acquisition and protection  $1,400,000  

Wetland mitigation bank creation and land restoration     300,000  

Long-term maintenance and equipment     260,000  

TOTAL:  $1,960,000  

Recreation:

Trails and maintenance  $   300,000  

Operations Facility     250,000  

Amenities, including benches and restroom       50,000  

Interpretative Signage       40,000  

TOTAL:     640,000  

Overall Campaign Total  $3,700,000  

Gifts received to date:   $1,255,000  

Remaining Campaign Goal  $2,445,000 

Campaign goals

Nearly 34% of the 
campaign goal is already 
in hand due to the 
exceptional generosity 
of several Nahant Marsh 
supporters.
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In 2014, Nahant Marsh expanded the education center in response to growing 

demand for environmental and STEM programming. Additional staff was also hired. 

In five years we learned that demand for our educational programs has increased to 

capacity. So it’s time to expand once again.

As we continue to share the story of the marsh and allow students and scholars to 

make their own discoveries, the educational applications across school curricula grow. 

Lifelong learners find an endlessly fascinating resource, and our youngest visitors learn 

to love, appreciate and protect nature at an early age. 

It’s also important to us to keep these educational opportunities accessible and 

affordable, particularly for K-12 students. The new fund will ensure that schools 

can visit the marsh even when funds for field trips are limited. Our goal is to raise 

$500,000 to create a sustainable Nahant FREE fund for these students.

The educational opportunities provided by Nahant Marsh are simply unlimited.

Education is in our nature

“ Nahant Marsh gives our kids  
a look at what it means to live  
in this community, to live on  
the river, the value of the 
wetlands and these natural 
areas. They will be the stewards 
for the next generation. How  
they care for this planet will 
matter.”

–  Dan McNeil, executive director, 
Spring Forward educational 
enrichment program
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Conservation and  
research are in our nature
As the nature preserve grows, our conservation efforts must keep pace as 

well. Already home to nearly 1,000 documented species — including rare 

plants and animals — living in a variety of ecosystems, Nahant Marsh is 

committed to stewardship on an even larger scale. 

Our goal is to protect the marsh ecosystems and these species by restoring 

adjacent land, slowing runoff into the marsh and removing decades worth of 

trash from surrounding properties by 2021.

These conservation efforts will be supported, in part, by Nahant’s newly 

created wetland mitigation bank. The bank will allow Nahant to restore more 

wetlands while creating a future stream of revenue for the marsh. 

This growth and sustainability of the marsh will offer increased research 

opportunities, providing fertile ground for investigations into the inner 

workings of the natural world. 

RESEARCH 
Various research projects  have been conducted  
at Nahant Marsh by:

- LSAMP IINSPIRE students
- Undergraduate students
- Graduate students
- Doctoral students

- High school students
- Private researchers
- Citizen science

“ Nahant Marsh has the potential to 
touch everyone in our community and 
beyond. It is a source of wonderment 
for individuals of all ages, and the 
marsh is an excellent laboratory for us 
to learn to appreciate and protect our 
environment.”

–  Dr. Ellen Bluth, vice chancellor for 
workforce and economic development, 
Eastern Iowa Community Colleges, and 
Nahant Marsh board member
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Recreation is in our nature
Miles of maintained trails will open up new vistas to the many visitors 

to Nahant Marsh. 

With modern amenities and clear signage, a new four-mile trail loop 

and connection to the Mighty Mississippi will get hikers and bikers 

even closer to the natural beauty of the preserve and the river.

The marsh’s new trail system also will connect to the national 

American Discovery Trail and the Mississippi River Trail, drawing 

potentially thousands of new visitors to Nahant Marsh and the 

surrounding area. 

Our goal is to complete these trails by 2022.

Economic impact is a natural 
outgrowth of our work
Nahant Marsh is a gateway to our community. It also has a significant 

economic impact, and successful completion of this campaign will 

increase that impact.

Visitors to the marsh travel from throughout the United States 

and Canada, bringing significant dollars into the community. This 

campaign — providing funds for more restored wetlands, new trails 

and amenities, and increased educational offerings — will draw 

more visitors, expand our reach and increase the marsh’s economic 

contributions to the wider region.

But Nahant Marsh isn’t just a tourist attraction. It is also a unique 

amenity adding to the quality of life for those who live and work in  

this area. 

Talent acquisition, worker retention and livability rankings will all be 

enhanced by the projects funded by this campaign. Those projects 

also will require at least four additional permanent staff, making the 

marsh a job creator as well.

California

Nevada Utah
Colorado

Nebraska

Kansas

Iowa

Missouri

Illinois

Indiana
Ohio

W. Virginia

Maryland
Delaware

Kentucky

Washington D.C.

Great American Discovery Trail
A coast-to-coast hiking and biking trail 
through the mid-tier of the United States.

Mississippi River Trail
A hiking and biking trail stretching 

3,000 miles along the banks of 

America’s greatest river.

“ The fact that river otters have come 
back, that sandhill cranes are 
nesting here, that a pair of eagles 
built a nest here just this year … 
that gives me hope, because if you 
can protect a little bit of land, it’s 
just incredible what comes back.”

–  Brian Ritter, executive 
director, Nahant Marsh
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From Jan. 1 to Aug. 5, 2019, our 
education efforts have resulted in:

15,150 people served and projected to 

reach 20,000 by the end of this year

13,138 hours environmental  
education programming

265 programs led on-site and  

244 outreach programs

49 schools and preschools in 9 districts  

and 4 libraries served

12 successful summer camps developed  
and implemented

8 colleges and universities utilized the marsh  
for education and research

8,000

12,000

16,000

20,000

0

4,000

20
01

20
02

20
03

20
04

20
05

20
06

20
07

20
08

20
09

20
10

20
11

20
12

20
13

20
14

20
15

20
16

20
17

20
18

Pr
oje

cte
d 
20

19

People Served by Nahant's Education Program

Nu
m

be
r o

f P
eo

pl
e 

Se
rv

ed



12

1 Bioblitz in which 743 species were found 

including 5 IA Special Concern plants, 2 IA 

Special Concern Birds, and 1 IA Threatened 

Fish species

363 volunteers served for a total  

of 2,700 hours

2 Xstream Cleanups removed 62 bags of 

garbage, 206 tires and 60 gallons of 

shells and clay pigeons

12 AmeriCorps NCCC members served  

a combined 360 hours removing  

invasive species

21 volunteers participated in the United Way 

Day of Caring for a combined 63 hours

1 Eagle Scout project

10.5 acres managed by prescribed burns

1 osprey nesting platform, 2 bat houses  

and 5 wood duck houses installed

In 2018 alone, our  
conservation efforts  

resulted in:
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Your gift to this campaign supports growth — of the marsh and its spectacular 

array of life, of our programs and amenities, and of our ability to inspire people 

with the beauty of the natural world. Your support will also help to minimize 

the threat of habitat degradation that comes from runoff and siltation. We are a 

501(c)(3) organization.  

How You Can Help 

Your gift to the It’s in Our Nature campaign is tax deductible to the greatest 

extent of the law. 

• Gifts may be made in cash or securities. 

•  Matching gifts through your employer or your spouse’s employer can double, 

or even triple your gift. 

•  Pledges are encouraged and may be extended over a period of up to three 

years. A reminder will be mailed to you. 

•  Your gift may be made in honor of or in memory of someone. A letter 

recognizing your gift will be mailed to the person you are honoring or the 

family of the person you are memorializing. 

•  Approved gifts can include bequests, real estate, life insurance and  

personal property.

It’s only natural to value and  
support this special place 
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About Nahant Marsh
Located in southwest Davenport near the Mississippi River and 

Interstate 280, Nahant Marsh encompasses numerous types of 

ecosystems and is home to nearly 1,000 documented species, 

including several rare plants and animals. Nahant Marsh provides 

research and service learning opportunities for high school and 

college students, Scouts and adults, and provides STEM and 

environmental education experiences for people of all ages.

Nahant Marsh is a cooperative effort between the city of Davenport, 

Iowa; Eastern Iowa Community Colleges; and the Nahant Board, a 

501(c)(3) nonprofit. 

Children participating in our 
2019 Nature Adventure Camp 
get up close and personal with 
Rocky, our 6-foot bull snake. 

Prehistory 
Nahant began as an 
oxbow lake, an offshoot 
of the Mississippi 
River that evolved into a  
marsh. Native Americans 
intermittently used the 
area for nearly 13,000 
years.

1833-1850   
The first Euro-Americans 
settled the area and 
established the village 
of Rockingham between 
Nahant Marsh and the 
Mississippi River.

1882-1950    
The town of Nahant 
grows around the 
new railroad station, 
steamboat harbor and 
icehouses. A bustling 
business district is 
established with hotels, 
taverns and stores.

1969-1994   
Quad Cities Trap and 
Skeet Club operated 
on-site.

Nahant Marsh Timeline
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Nahant Marsh 
Campaign Leadership:

Curtis Lundy 
Campaign Co-Chair

Cal Werner  
Campaign Co-Chair

Dr. Ellen Bluth  
Honorary Campaign Co-Chair

Will Moon  
Honorary Campaign Co-Chair

John Arter

Brock Earnhardt

Frank McCarthy

Matt Slavens 

Mike Stopulos

Mary Schermer

Greg Schermer 

Brian Ritter  
Executive Director

Elizabeth Schramm 
Operations Manager

1969-1994   
Quad Cities Trap and 
Skeet Club operated 
on-site.

1994-1998   
Lead poisoning is 
detected at the 
marsh. Several local 
conservation groups, 
along with U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service and U.S. 
EPA, developed a plan for 
protecting the area. 

1999   
The U.S. EPA completed 
removal of 143 tons of 
lead from Nahant Marsh. 
The city of Davenport 
takes title to the original 
78-acre property and 
facilities.

2000   
Nahant Marsh Education 
Center is founded. It 
was the first Five-Star 
Restoration project 
to become a nature 
preserve and education 
faciltiy. 

2007  
An education partnership 
with Eastern Iowa 
Community Colleges is 
established. 

2015  
A successful $570,000 
campaign allowed for 
building and education 
program expansion. 

2018  
With the purchase of 
a 39-acre parcel, the 
preserve grew to 305 
acres. Programming is 
provided for over 18,000 
people. 
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Nahant Marsh Education Center

4220 Wapello Avenue  |  Davenport, IA 52802

(563)336-3370  |  NahantMarsh@EICC.edu


