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Early Learners Program Guide 
 
Nahant Marsh offers enrichment programs to enhance and complement science lessons 
taught at preschool. Each program will take approx. 30 minutes and will include hands-on 
activities. These programs are designed for preschool to first grade and meet current 
science standards.  
 
This guide has been developed to help educators, event coordinators and activity 
coordinators understand the vast environmental education programming Nahant Marsh 
has to offer.   
 
Planning a visit 

1. To schedule a visit to your facility, please complete the Request a Classroom Visit 
on our website.  
 

2. Outreach programming is $50 per hour. This includes two-30 minute programs.  
 

3. Let us know of any special needs of the group.  
 

4. Please provide a table or desk for presentation materials.  

 

Additional Information 

1. Outdoor or adequate indoor space may be needed for some of the programs 
listed. Please make note that not all of the programs listed are ideal for a 
classroom setting. If outdoor or large indoor space is available, a Naturalist may 
wish to visit prior to the scheduled visit to ensure adequate space is available for 
the program requested.  
 

2. Some programs require equipment that is not suitable for large groups. Please 
contact Naturalist for more information.  
 

3. If making arrangements to visit multiple classrooms at a grade level, please 
coordinate times with other teachers.  
 

4. The Naturalists will arrive 5-10 minutes prior to the presentation. Please provide 
the Education Coordinator information on parking and where to check in at the 
school.  
 

 

Early Learners Programs 
Popular lessons 
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Ants on a Parade: Children go outside to observe any behavior and learn insect 
characteristics.  

Aqua Charades: Children explore the importance of water for people, animals, and plants.  

Backbone Bonanza: Children learn about vertebrates and some characteristics that 
distinguish them.  

Bird Beak Buffet: Children learn about the special functions of bird beaks.  

Field Study Fun: Children investigate a field study plot to observe plant and animal 
interactions over time.  

First Impressions: Children combine movement and math to show how they think and feel 
about animals.  

Fishing Fun!: Children engage in a dramatic play fishing game and learn about fish.  

Grow as We Go: Children explore the life cycles of familiar wildlife and understand that 
living things grow and change.  

Hiding in Plain Sight: Children play a game of hide and seek to learn about important 
adaptations in many wild animals.  

In a Grasshopper’s World: Children observe grasshoppers in their natural habitat and study 
them in the classroom.  

Less is More: Children learn that using less is a way of sharing resources.   

Looking at Leaves: Children practice their observation skills by comparing leaves.  

Lunch for Bear: Children identify the kinds of food that Black Bears eat by creating a plate 
of “bear food”.  

Oh, Deer!: Children explore the parts of a habitat in a physical activity.  

Owl Pellets: Children dissect an owl pellet to learn what owls eat.  

Seed Need: Children explore seeds as food for people and animals and learn how animals 
spread seeds. 

Show me the Energy: Children discover that all animals, including people, depend on plants 
as a food source, either directly or indirectly.  

Spider Web Wonders: Children learn about spiders and their webs.  

Terrific Turkey: Children learn about wild turkeys.  
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Tracks!: Children explore animal tracks and make and compare tracks of their own.  

Tremendous Turtles: Children will learn about the habitats, adaptations, and food 
preferences of midwest turtles. Includes live turtles.  

The Deep Blue Sea: Children develop an awareness of oceans and ocean life.  

What’s Wild: Children engage in stories comparing the lives of a wild and tame animal, then 
sort animals into categories.  

Who Lives in a Tree?: Children develop an awareness of trees and some of the animals that 
call them home.   

Wiggling Worms: Children learn about and observe earthworms.  

Wildlife as Symbols: Children explore how animals are used as symbols for a variety of 
purposes.  

Wildlife is Everywhere: Children make observations and understand that wildlife is all 
around us. 

Wildlife Water Safari: Children discover water sources for local wildlife and create a field 
notebook.  
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