
Nahant News 
Winter 2017     Volume 11, Issue 1 

 

4220 Wapello Ave. • Davenport, IA 52802 

www.nahantmarsh.org •  563.336.3370  
 

Photo taken by Friends of Nahant Marsh member,  

Britt Vickstrom, winter 2016. 
 

 



Pag e 2  Nah a nt Ma rsh  N ew sl e tt er  Volume 11,  Issue 1  

ABOUT NAHANT MARSH 
 
 

      

4220 Wapello Avenue 

Davenport, IA 52802 

Phone: 563.336.3370 

Email: nahantmarsh@eicc.edu 

www.nahantmarsh.org  
 

 

 
 

STAFF DIRECTORY 
BRIAN RITTER, Executive Director  
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AMY LOVING, Education Coordinator  
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LIZ SCHRAMM 
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LINDSEY KENNEDY 
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AMERICORPS EDUCATORS 

•Cassidy Piersall 

•Jenna Skopek  
•Kinsey Edmonds 
 

NATURAL RESOURCES TECHNICIANS 

•Kory Darnell 

•Zach Strong 

•Madeline Kull 
 

NATURAL RESOURCES GRADUATE ASSISTANT 

•Sarah Jackson 

Nahant Marsh preserve is one of the largest urban wetlands on the  

Upper Mississippi River. It is comprised of marshy areas, mesic, wet 

and sand prairie, and bottomland forest. A spring-fed quarry, known 

as Carp Lake, and the surrounding grounds, are part of the Nahant 

Marsh preserve as well. The 265-acre preserve is owned by the city  

of Davenport and the Nahant Marsh Board, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit 

organization. Conservation and restoration efforts on the preserve is 

directed by the Nahant Board. The educational programming is 

overseen by Eastern Iowa Community Colleges (EICC). EICC’s 

Advanced Technology Environmental and Energy Center (ATEEC) is 

also a critical part of Nahant Marsh.  

#nahantmarshiowa 

This popular annual fundraiser with local favorite, Mr. Trivia, will be held 

on March 25 at the Center for Active Seniors, Inc. (CASI) in Davenport. 
$80 for tables of 8, or $70 for member tables of 8. 

 

Please consider a donation to our silent auction. We would be happy  

to pick up donated items. Contact Lindsey at lmkennedy@eicc.edu or  

563.336.3374 by Friday, February 17. 

http://www.nahantmarsh.org
https://www.facebook.com/#!/pages/Nahant-Marsh-Education-Center/135482933343
https://twitter.com/intent/follow?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fnahantmarsh.org%2F&screen_name=nahant_marsh&tw_p=followbutton&variant=2.0&xd_token=51a6c688cb66c4


Thanks to our hundreds of partners, volunteers, and donors, many great things happened at Nahant Marsh in 2016-too 

many to mention here. Below are a few of the highlights... 

 
 
 

In June, Nahant Marsh worked with area conservation partners to plan  

and deliver the 2nd QC Pollinator Conference in Davenport. Nearly 300 

people from nine states participated in 

this year’s conference that focused on  

solutions to the issue of declining pol-

linators. Over 100 middle school and 

high school students also participated 

in the video contest. As an end cap, 

over 300 kids and adults participated in 

a monarch tagging and release party at 

Nahant Marsh. Join us for the 2017 

QC Pollinator Conference in Septem-

ber.  

 
 
 

Since 2015, volunteers and researchers have recorded 14 bird species that were previously undocumented at the Marsh. 

These include the white-faced ibis, ring-necked pheasant, Lincoln’s sparrow, and western meadowlark, just to name a few. 

Although these species have likely visited the Marsh in the past, this was the first time 

they were officially recorded on the preserve. At least 175 bird species have been recorded 

at Nahant Marsh, approximately 80 of which nest here. This gives some evidence to the 

statement “build it and they will come.”  

 
 

Also on the feathered front is the exciting prothonotary warbler research being headed up 

by Western Illinois University’s Dr. Brian Peer and Dr. Rob Porter. This charismatic and 

declining gem of the swamplands seems to be thriving at Nahant. More about this can be 

found in the Quad-City Times. A GoFundMe campaign has been started to support the 

prothonotary project. Click here to donate today! 

 

 

 

For the sixth year in a row, we served a record number of people through our  

educational programs. Over 17,000 people were impacted by programs at Nahant 

or through staff outreach. We are happy to be able to share the wonders  

of the marsh with so many.  

 

                                                             (Article continued on page 4) 

 

 

 
  

 

 

by Brian Ritter, Executive Director 
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2016: A GREAT YEAR FOR NAHANT MARSH 
      

Important Pollinators 

“Build it, and they will come...”  

Record Attendance 

http://qctimes.com/lifestyles/q-c-researchers-study-struggling-songbird/article_efc5bd83-57eb-5d02-9a08-e2454dc03a7f.html
https://www.gofundme.com/the-prothonotary-project


(Continued from page 3). 

 

 

One of the worst invasive species in wetlands is reed canary grass, a cool-season grass that quickly spreads and chokes  

out biodiversity. Over the past decade, we have seen large areas of Nahant get swallowed by this aggressive invader, while 

native flowers and sedges, and the animals that depend on them, have struggled to hang on. Through years of experimen-

tation, trial and error, and talk-

ing with experts, the Nahant 

natural resources team have 

finally figured out techniques 

for controlling reed canary 

grass without seriously impact-

ing the native wildflowers. In 

some test plots, the team was 

able to nearly eliminate growth 

and spread of this destructive 

plant while greatly enhancing 

the number and variety of 

wildflowers. We will be ex-

panding our efforts in 2017.  
 

 

 

Our staff and volunteers are looking forward to an exciting 2017. Through the generosity of several groups and individu-

als, Nahant Marsh was able to create a Scholarship fund for K-12 children. Any qualifying school or individual child will 

be able to access Nahant Marsh programming for free or reduced prices. Additionally, a busing scholarship has been  

created that will allow us to cover a portion of transportation costs for school groups wanting to attend programs at  

Nahant Marsh.  

 

Nahant Marsh, through Eastern Iowa Community Colleges, will be part of the Louis Stokes Alli-

ance for Minority Participation (LSAMP) IINSPIRE program for another five years. This  

program allows Nahant to hire college students majoring in a science field to do summer research 

at the Marsh. 

 

We will be announcing some other exciting developments soon. 

Stay tuned… 

 

 

 

Although we lost some dear friends this year, we also made some new ones along the way. 

May our friends who departed this year rest in peace. Thank you to all who supported the 

Nahant Marsh in 2016. We look forward to a great year! 

 

 

by Brian Ritter, Executive Director 
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2016: A GREAT YEAR FOR NAHANT MARSH 
      

Progress in the Invasive Species Battle 

The Future is Looking Bright 

Old Friends, New Friends 

Observation deck bench in honor of Michael   

Flaherty. 
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WITH APPRECIATION 
 

CORPORATE SPONSORS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
AGENCY PARTNERS 
 
ATEEC 

City of Davenport 

Davenport Community Schools 

Eastern Iowa Community Colleges 

Figge Art Museum 

Scott County 

St. Ambrose University 

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 

Wapsi Environmental Education Center 

Western Illinois University–Quad Cities 

WVIK 

 
2016 DONORS 
 
Anitza Alvarado 

Lynn Abel 

Michael Aguilar in memory of Mike Flaherty 

Altorfer CAT 

Anitza Alvarado 

Analog Arcade Bar 

Grant Andresen 

Michael Angelos 

Amir Arbisser 

Susan and Charles Atchley in memory of Mike Flaherty 

Jerome Bald 

Georgia Baraks in memory of Mike Flaherty 

Barron Equipment Company 

Robin Berhenke 

Blain's Farm and Fleet 

Julie Malake 

Mary Bonawitz in memory of Mike Flaherty 

Jane Broughton 

Paul and Kathy Brown in memory of Mike Flaherty 

Bob Bryant 

Douglas and Patricia Burke in memory of Mike Flaherty 

Jolinda Burr 

Cafe d'Marie  

Gary Cale 

Susan Castro in memory of Mike Flaherty 

Circa '21 Dinner Playhouse 

James and Karen Collins in memory of Mike Flaherty 

Terry Collins 

Sheri Colman 

Anne Corbi and Roland Caldwell 

Crandall Farms, Inc. 

Crane & Pelican Café 

Kenneth Croken and Kathryn McKnight in memory of Mike Flaherty 

Teri Czarnecki 

Dahl Ford 

Michael and Myra Daniel 

Davenport Compost Facility 

Cameron Davidson 

Jim and Rhonda Davis 

Laurel Davis 

Gary Dembicki 

Sandra Dobberstein 

Douglas and Lynne Dvorak 

Christian Elliot 

Christina Fiasconaro 

Luann Field in memory of Mike Flaherty 

Figge Art Museum 

Diane Flaherty in memory of Mike Flaherty 

John and Glenda Flaherty in memory of Mike Flaherty 

Larry Flathman 

Andy and Lydia Foust 

General Asphalt Construction 

Lavon and Alan Gray 

The Green Thumbers 

Hunter and James Greer 

Adam Griffin 

Della Griffin 

Jenny Griffin 

Amy Groskopf 
 
(Continued on next page) 

 

GENERAL ASPHALT 
Construction Company 
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WITH APPRECIATION 
 

2016 DONORS (continued from previous page) 
 
Group O 

Max and Jacki Guinn 

Handy True Value Hardware 

Patti Holmlund 

The Home Depot 

Shirley Horstmann 

HUB International 

Hubbell-Waterman Foundation 

Hungry Hobo 

Hedy Hustedde 

Iowa DNR Mississippi Monitoring 

Isabel Bloom 

Tim and Claire Johansen 

John and Robin Jurich 

Ellen Kabat Lensch 

Kellizio Hair and Nail Spa 

Kelsey Zwicker Photography 

Lindsey Kennedy 

Doug Koehler in honor of Jan Koehler 

Vince Lamb 

Elisabeth Lardner in memory of Mike Flaherty 

Irina Laverenz in memory of Mike Flaherty 

Andy and Kathy Lenaghan 

Linwood Mining and Mineral Co. 

Amy Loving 

Lowes 

Roger and Linda Lundgren in memory of Mike Flaherty 

Curtis Lundy 

Mac Speedy Inc. 

Julie Malake 

Robert Malake 

Deana Marshall 

John and Ellen McBride in memory of Mike Flaherty 

McCarthy-Bush Corporation 

Matthew McCombs in memory of Mike Flaherty 

Edmond and Loretta McKamey in memory of Mike Flaherty 

McLaughlin Body Company 

Me & Billy Kitchen and Bar 

Jimmie and Debora Merten in memory of Mike Flaherty 

MH Equipment 

Miller Container Corporation 

Thomas Mnich 

Norm and Janet Moline 

Morgan Stanley 

Mumford Family Foundation 

Kathy Nice 

Keith O'Neal 

Terry Ousley in memory of Terry and June Ousley 

Mary Lou Petersen in memory of Peter Petersen 

Tom Petersen 

Plus Studios, LLC 

Marjorie Polton in honor of Mike Flaherty 

Randy and Carol Pribyl 

Putnam Museum 

David Quinn 

Robert and Mary Quinn in memory of Mike Flaherty 

Audra Ramp 

Rescued C/O Erin Granet 

RIA Federal Credit Union 

Cheryl Riley 

Brian Ritter 

Robert W. Baird & Co. 

Carol Rogers 

RSM McGladrey 

Sam's Club 

Susie Sharp 

Steve Schneider in memory of John Schneider 

Richard and Tamie Schiller in memory of Mike Flaherty 

Schiller Family Foundation 

Nate and Liz Schramm 

Leo Schubert and Susan Sharar 

Aaron Schulze 

Susan Schwartz 

Mary Scott in memory of Mike Flaherty 

Scott County Conservation Board 

Sears Manufacturing 

The Sedona Group 

Paul and Patricia Seibold in memory of Mike Flaherty 

Jerry Smith in memory of Mike Flaherty 

Sidney and Martha Smith in memory of Mike Flaherty 

Source Book Store 

Darren Speth 

Statik Studio 

David and Sherry Staub in memory of Mike Flaherty 

Sherry Staub 

Andrew Stern in memory of Mike Flaherty 

Mary Ann Stoffel 

Diane Strain 

Kim Strunk 

Sunder Subbaroyan and Annette Sherbeyn 

Tony and Hollie Swain 

Tallgrass Business Resources 

John Thiel in memory of Mike Flaherty 

Susan and Robert Thoresen in honor of Ann Werner 

Susan and Robert Thoresen in honor of Cal Werner 

Kevin and Alice Traylor in memory of Mike Flaherty 

Tri-City Garden Club 

Mark and Kathy Trizzino in memory of Mike Flaherty 

 
(Continued on next page) 
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WITH APPRECIATION 
 

2016 DONORS (continued from previous page) 
 

Kent Turner 

USI Insurance Services, LLC 

Britt Vickstrom 

Joyce Vyriotes 

Conrad Wagner in memory of Mike Flaherty 

Bill Wallace 

John and Ruth Ward 

Scott Ward 

Warestone, LLC 

Marianne and Eugene Weis in memory of Mike Flaherty 

Marie Weishar in memory of Mike Flaherty 

Wells Fargo Bank 

Ann Werner 

Cathy White 

Wide River Winery 

Michael and Rebecca Wiese 

Wild Birds Unlimited 

Bruce Willemarck 

Spin and Mindy Williams 

Jonathan Wilmshurst 

Nancy Wolfgram in memory of Mike Flaherty 

 
2016 NAHANT MARSH MEMBERS 
 
Eileen Smith 

Anitza Alvarado 

Scott and Carla Andresen 

Marilynn Bartels 

Marianne Biagi 

Paddy and John Blackman 

John and Kathy Bowman 

Paul and Kathy Brown 

Stan and Sally Jo Brown 

Katharine Bull 

Bill and Michelle Campbell 

Carla Chapman 

Kay Coin 

Rich and Jan Driessnack 

Paul Lewellan and Pamela Druger 

Russ and Kathy Finkler 

Nancy Flaherty 

Pam Kaufman and Melissa Friedhoff 

Ann Gaydosh 

Jennifer Gilchrist 

Linda Goff 

Bob Knorovsky and Linda Halverson 

Judy Hartley 

Mark and Tammy Hermanson 

Raub and Amy Olsen gifted from Scott Hirstein 

Rick and Carol Hoeksema 

Patti Holmlund 

Alex, Melissa, Kaelee, Koto Holter 

Angela Joers 

John Kessler 

Noah Wiese and Katie Knorovsky 

Brad and Ann Lange 

Jim and Gloria Lange 

Phil and Susan Leeson 

Kathleen and Andy Lenaghan 

Dave and Elizabeth Linde 

Linda Manning 

John and Ruth McAndrews 

Jim and Kathy McCoy 

Jim and Beth McGuire 

Susan McPeters 

Dave and Sally Meier 

Kerry Meyer 

Doug and Kathy Miller 

Tim Murphy 

Jackie O'Donnell 

Dave Parker 

David Quinn 

Dean and Jane Rock 

Dan Dickens and Jayne Rose 

Linda Ruggeberg 

Karen Scharr 

Tony and Helen Schiltz 

Michael Angelos and Julia Schmidt 

Kendall and Susan Schwartz 

Leo Schubert and Susan Sharar 

Joy Sheeley 

David and Sherry Staub 

Kim Strunk 

Teresa Sutton 

Darrell and Anne Thode 

Doug, Sarah, Caleb, Asher Vaughan 

Lori Walljasper 

Jo Ann Whitmore 

Allen & Debbie Wiese 

Beth Wiese 

Michael and Rebecca Wiese 

Peter Wiese 

Jack and Joyce Wiley 

John and Carol Willard 

Lee Ann and Wayne Wille 

Bruce Willemarck 

Linda Cook and Oliver Williams 

Spin and Mindy Williams 

Betty Wood 

 

 



 

Besides being a nature preserve and an education center, Nahant Marsh is also a place for scientific research to assist with 

decision-making in natural resource management. Research is done not only by our staff, but by select undergraduate and 

graduate students as well. One tool we use to track wildlife diversity is a trail camera. This is a safe, non-invasive way to 

view the different wildlife species that use our marsh. It is also a tool to calculate populations of species using capture-

recapture models without having to live trap, mark, and release wildlife. The wildlife we have captured on the trail cameras 

show heavy use by coyotes in some areas as well as white tailed deer. Other species seen include raccoons, fox squirrel, 

opossum, beaver, mink, great blue heron, white egret, wood duck, mallard, and red tail hawk.   

 

As a research method, we are using the cameras to scout different areas of the marsh to determine how they can be im-

proved for the wildlife that use them. For example, many of our wooded areas do not contain mast producing trees, which 

provide winter food for wildlife. We will continue to work on increasing the tree diversity and adding in these native trees 

to our forest areas. By doing this, we hope to see an increase in the populations and diversity of wildlife using the areas. 

We are planning to do a population study of white tailed deer at Nahant Marsh in the near future using the trail cameras. 

by Jevonnah Prashaw, Natural Resources Manager 
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TRAIL CAMERAS AND WILDLIFE 
      

One of the smallest and most secretive owls in North America is found in Iowa  

during the winter months. Migration of the Northern saw-whet owl into the Midwest 

and southern United States begins in late fall, and they stay for several months during 

the winter.   

These tiny owls are only 7-8” tall and prefer to travel at night— which makes them 

hard to find. The most likely way to spot one of these owls is to find one roosting in  

a tree during the day. They roost in small coniferous trees and stay there all day, hid-

ing among the branches. They hunt mice and other small mammals at night and often  

return to the same trees to roost and hunt throughout their territory. Listen carefully 

for the common toot-toot-toot call, most often heard at night starting in the middle  

of winter.   

Migration occurs in March, and the majority of saw-whet owls breed in the northern and western United States and  

Canada. They prefer dense, mature forests for breeding and raising their young. Although Iowa is not their year-round 

destination, we are fortunate to see these tiny visitors each winter.   

                    by Kinsey Edmonds, Nahant Marsh Americorps Educator 

SAW-WET OWL 



 

 

HERE ARE A FEW TIPS TO MAKE EVERY DAY EARTH DAY… 
 

• Instead of buying disposable products, try buying reusable, like water bottles, food containers, cups, plates, pens, 

razors, diapers, and shopping bags. 

 Unplug appliances when you're not using them. Or, use a "smart" power strip that senses when appliances are 

off. 

 Wash clothes in cold water whenever possible. As much as 85 percent of the energy used to machine-wash  

clothes goes to heating the water. 

 Reuse a fabric softener sheet to clean the lint screen of your dryer, clean lint and pet hair off furniture, or  

eliminate static cling in skirts by rubbing on pantyhose. 

 Reuse a plastic soda bottle to make a disposable funnel from the top half of the bottle. 

 Stuff newspaper in wet shoes overnight to dry and deodorize, or use to dry and polish windows after washing 

them. 

For more green tips, click here.  

 

To determine your impact on the environment, click here.  

 

 

Student: $25/year. Students must have a valid student ID.  
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Saturday, April 22 | 8:30-11:30 a.m. 
 

Nahant Marsh invites you and your family to join us for our Annual Spring 
Cleanup on Earth Day Saturday, April 22, 2017 from 8:30-11:30 a.m.  
Volunteers at the cleanup will be picking up litter along the roadways of 
South  Concord and Wapello Avenue in Southwest Davenport, and pulling 
garlic mustard around Nahant Marsh. Garlic mustard is an invasive plant 
that spreads rapidly by seed, and is a major threat to woodlands.  

Gloves, tongs, and safety gear will be provided as well as water stations, 
fruit, and granola bars. Please wear comfortable, durable clothes, a hat, and 
shoes that can get dirty. There may be wet areas, so rubber boots or water-
resistant shoes are recommended. You may also bring a reusable water  
bottle. 
 
Let us know if you are bringing a group larger than 8 people.  
Email: nahantmarsh@eicc.edu or call 563.336.3374. 

EARTH DAY SPRING CLEANUP 
      

http://ehs.columbia.edu/ReduceReuseRecycle.html
http://www.footprintnetwork.org/en/index.php/GFN/page/calculators/


Pag e 1 0  Nah a nt Ma rsh  N ew sl e tt er  Volume 11,  Issue 1  

UPCOMING ADULT PROGRAMS 
      

Pre-registration for programs is strongly recommended, either 
online at www.nahantmarsh.org/events or by phone at 
563.336.3370. 
 
Winter Weather – Past, Present, and Future: January 21 
10-11 a.m. | $5 for Members, $10 for Guests 

Come learn about winter weather presented by Ray Wolf,  
Science and Operations Officer with NOAA/National Weather. 
Mr. Wolf will discuss winter weather in the Midwest, its  
impacts, and outlook for the future.  
 

BREAKFAST NATURE CLUB Winter Tree ID: February 3 
8-9 a.m. | $5 for Members, $10 for Guests 

Trees are fairly easy to identify when their foliage is full force, 
but identifying them in winter, well, that can be a bit tricky! In 
this class, Dr. Susan Romano, Biology professor from Western 
Illinois University, will teach you skills that will be sure to im-
press all your nature-loving friends! 
 

 
    Beekeeping: February 7- March 16 on Tuesdays  

    6-8 p.m. | Cost: $95 

      Discover the world of beekeeping   
     and learn everything you need to get  
     started in this fascinating hobby. Phil  
     Crandall, from Crandall Farms, will  
     be instructing the six-week    
      course. Participants will learn how to  
      assemble a hive, how to care for the  
    hive, and how to harvest honey.    
   Textbook and notes included in the fee.  
 

This course is being offered through Eastern Iowa Community 
College as a Continuing Education Course. To register, call 
EICC at 563-441-4100. Section # 180991. 
Location: Nahant Marsh. 

BREAKFAST NATURE CLUB Papermaking: March 3 
8-9 a.m. | $10 Members. $15 Non-members 

The craft of papermaking has been traced to 105AD. Over 
thousands of years, it has been made with a variety of plant 
material. In this class, participants will learn the history of pa-
permaking and how to make handmade paper from recycled 
materials. This class will be a bit wet and messy, so come 
dressed appropriately. There is an additional $5 fee included 
for materials. This program will last approximately 90 minutes.   
 

Handmade Paper: March 18 
10-11:30 a.m. | $10 Members, $15 Non-members 

In this class, participants will learn the history of papermaking 
and how to make handmade paper from recycled materials. 
This class will be a bit wet and messy, so come dressed appro-
priately. There is an additional fee of $5 included for materials.  
 

BREAKFAST NATURE CLUB Water Quality Testing: April 7 
8-9 a.m. | $5 Members. $10 Non-members 

There are many parameters when it comes to determining wa-
ter quality. In this session, participants will learn about and test 
for pH, nitrates, turbidity, phosphates, and dissolved oxygen.  
 

Water Quality in  
Iowa: April 15 
10-11 a.m.  |  
$5 Members,  
$10 Guests 

There are many  
parameters when it 
comes to determin-
ing water quality.  
In this session, par-
ticipants will learn 
about and test for 
pH, nitrates, turbidi-
ty, phosphates, and 
dissolved oxygen. 
 

 

        “This course was an amazing opportunity to discover incredible places in my community  
  and ways that I can contribute to the preservation of our natural resources.”  
                                                                                                         –MCP Participant, Davenport 
 

The Master Conservationist Program uses field experiences and classroom trainings to cover a broad range conservation issues and topics. 
These experiences help Iowans make informed, intelligent choices for a lifestyle of stewardship. 
   
Click here for the 2017 Master Conservationist Schedule, or here for the 2017 brochure. Sessions begin March 15 and go through July 26. 
 
For more information, contact Liz Schramm at Nahant Marsh by phone: 563.336.3374 or email: eschramm@eicc.edu.  
 
The minimum age is 18. Registration: $140 for Nahant Marsh Members or $175 for Guests. The registration deadline is February 26, 
2017.  

http://www.nahantmarsh.org/events
http://nahantmarsh.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/04/2017-Urban-Master-Conservationist-Schedule.pdf
http://nahantmarsh.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/04/2017-Updated-MC-Brochure.pdf
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UPCOMING FAMILY AND YOUTH PROGRAMS 

Pre-registration for programs is strongly recommended, either online at 
www.nahantmarsh.org/events or by phone at 563.336.3370. 
 
Toddler and K-9 Youth Programs 

Homeschool: Composting and Recycling (Grades K-9): January 27 
2:30-4 p.m. | $6 Member, $8 Guest 
Students will learn how to compost, the various forms of renewable energy, and run 
hands-on experiments.  
 
Homeschool: Renewable Energy (Grades K-9): February 24 
2:30-4 p.m. | $6 Member, $8 Guest 
Students will learn about renewable and non-renewable resources. They will  
participate in a hands-on activity to see how renewable energy resources work.  
 
Toddler Tales: Track that Scat (Ages 3-5): March 14 
10-11 a.m. OR 2-3 p.m. | $3 Member, $5 Guest 
Even if we cannot see animals, that doesn’t mean that they aren’t there. Students 
will learn about ways to identify animals without seeing them. 
 
Homeschool: Natural Egg Dyeing (Grades K-9): March 31 
2:30-4 p.m. | $6 Member, $8 Guest 
Students will learn how to make natural dyes and techniques for dyeing eggs.  
 
Toddler Tales: Nocturnal Animals (Ages 3-5): April 11 
10-11 a.m. OR 2-3 p.m. | $3 Member, $5 Guest 
Did you know that when you go to bed, there are many animals that are just waking 
up! Students will learn about the amazing traits that help these animals live in the 
dark. 
 
Homeschool: Fishing (Grades K-9): April 28 
2:30-4 p.m. |$6 Member, $8 Guest 
Students will learn basic techniques and how to identify common fish species. Meet 
at Carp Lake, 3706 S. Concord, Davenport, IA. Students may bring their own fishing 
poles and tackle. Equipment will be available as well.  
 

 

GUIDED  

HIKES 
 

Saturday Hikes 

February 4, 2017 at 10 a.m. 

March 4, 2017 at 10 a.m. 

April 1, 2017 at 10 a.m. 

 

   

 

 

Spring Migration Hike 

Thursday, March 23, 2017 at 5 p.m. 

$5 Suggested Donation 
 

As the largest urban wetland on the upper 
Mississippi River, Nahant Marsh serves as a 
resting spot on the great spring migrations. 
This creates the perfect opportunity for  
nature enthusiasts to see a wide range of 
migrating waterfowl. Please feel free to 
bring a camera and remember to come 
dressed for the weather. 

 

Second Saturday Family Programs 

Winter Animals: January 14 
10-11 a.m. | $3 Child Member, $6 Child Guest 
No fee for accompanying adult. 
Explore ways in which animals adapt to winter and 
how you can help them survive the chilly season.  
 
Owls: February 11  
10-11 a.m. | $3 Child Member, $6 Child Guest 
No fee for accompanying adult. 
Powerful hunters of the night skies, owls are  
fascinating creatures with a range of abilities. In 
this family-friendly program, you will examine 
skulls, feathers, and learn how to make owl calls.  
 
Ducks : March 11 
10-11 a.m. | $3 Child Member, $6 Child Guest 
No fee for accompanying adult. 
Many water-loving birds are making their way 
north and Nahant Marsh is a perfect place to rest. 
Armed with binoculars and guides, we will explore 
various areas of the marsh to observe and learn 
about our feathered friends. This program is family 
friendly. 
 
Spring Celebration and Egg Hunt: April 8 
9 a.m.-1 p.m. | More details to come. 
 

http://www.nahantmarsh.org/events


 

 

We have been seeing opossum, coyote, rabbit, raccoon, small mammal, and bird 

tracks in the snow, we have had a lot of visitors to our bird feeders. Even if you do 

not see wildlife when you visit, you will see signs that animals have been here. Some 

signs to look for are animal homes (dens, burrows, lodges, dreys, nests, hives, and 

galls), tracks, scat, trails, feathers or fur, and scratches or chew marks on plants.  

             Enjoy the winter animal signs word find below and visit Nahant to see these animal  

             signs for yourself! 

 

by Liz Schramm, Naturalist 
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KIDS CORNER: WINTER ANIMAL SIGNS WORD FIND 
      

This time of year, especially when it snows, is a great time to see signs of 
wildlife at Nahant Marsh.  



Snow and mud record an animal’s movements as the animal travels, feeds, and seeks shelter to meet its survival needs. Use 

the “Animal Tracks” drawing below for clues such as track shape, pattern, or habitat to identify the animals, and explain 

the action taking place in the picture. Write a short story from your unique perspective! 
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KIDS CORNER: TRACKING STORY 
      

Tracking is an excellent way to study winter wildlife activity. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 



EDUCATION CENTER HOURS: Monday through Friday from 8:30 a.m.-4:30p.m. and 

Saturday from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 
 

PRESERVE HOURS: Open daily from sunrise to sunset. 
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MAP YOUR ADVENTURE 


