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Ruby-throated hummingbird at Nahant Marsh.  

Photo taken on 5/21/16 by Michael Fitzpatrick. 
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Nahant Marsh preserve is one of the largest urban wetlands on the  

Upper Mississippi River. It is comprised of marshy areas, mesic, wet 

and sand prairie, and bottomland forest. A spring-fed quarry, known 

as Carp Lake, and the surrounding grounds are part of the Nahant 

Marsh preserve as well. The building and 78 acres of land is owned 

and managed by the city of Davenport. The remaining land are held 

by the Nahant Board, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. The 

educational programming is overseen by Eastern Iowa Community 

Colleges (EICC). EICC’s Advanced Technology Environmental and 

Energy Center (ATEEC) is also a critical part of Nahant Marsh.  
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AMERICORPS EDUCATORS 

•Grace Griffin 

•Cassidy Piersall 

•Jenna Skopek  

Join Us on Facebook & Twitter 

Maximize your gift to Nahant Marsh by donating through Birdies for 

Charity. Make either a one-time donation or pledge one cent or more 

per birdie. All pledges need to be mailed or delivered to the Nahant 

Marsh Education Center by August 8. Each gift we receive is used to 

restore, enhance, and protect the dynamic, yet fragile Nahant Marsh 

ecosystems. Private support also helps to fund educational 

programming and ongoing research. 

https://www.facebook.com/#!/pages/Nahant-Marsh-Education-Center/135482933343
https://twitter.com/intent/follow?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fnahantmarsh.org%2F&screen_name=nahant_marsh&tw_p=followbutton&variant=2.0&xd_token=51a6c688cb66c4


Pag e 3  Nah a nt Ma rsh  N ew sl e tt er  Volume 10,  Issue 3  

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT 
 

      ~...preserving and enhancing the ecological integrity of Nahant Marsh and fostering 
wonder, appreciation, interaction, & stewardship of the natural world through education.~ 
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Spring was a busy time for us at Nahant. We saw over 3,800 people this 
spring for events, programs, field trips, and outreach! Students from all 
over Illinois and Iowa came to Nahant for environmental education pro-
grams. They loved learning about all the plants and animals found here 
and going on nature hikes. Our AmeriCorps members helped the kids of 
Frances Willard School design and plant a new school garden with four 
raised beds and several pots. The kids planted fruit, vegetables, herbs, and 
flowers.  

 
Our homeschoolers were able to learn about the fish found at Nahant by 
going fish shocking. Brian, the Executive Director of Nahant, shocked the 
fish and the students caught them in their nets. After they collected the 
fish, they identified, weighed, measured, and then released them. It was a 
great way to show the students some of the ways that research is done and 
have a hands-on experience doing research of their own. 
 
We held our first annual Spring Celebration event. Thankfully the rain held 
off and families were able to bring their kiddos to hunt Easter eggs and 
participate in bird and reptile related activities. They also dyed eggs with 
natural dyes. 
 
Adults enjoyed classes this spring including Backyard Chickens, Edible 
Landscaping, and even a Fruit-tree Grafting Class. We also kicked off our 
Master Conservationist program.  
 
The wildlife has also been abundant this spring. Beaver, muskrats, river 
otters, sandhill cranes, and many more have been spotted at the Marsh. 
The prairies are in bloom and continue to change every week, and the  
sunsets have been gorgeous.  

 
Make sure you stop down and visit us this summer. We have binoculars, 
nets, and other things you can borrow to enhance your Nahant experience! 
 

by Liz Schramm, Program Specialist/Naturalist 
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REFLECTING ON SPRING 

      



 

Spring is the literal and symbolic concept of rebirth or of new beginnings. Indeed, spring has seen a variety of 

conservation and natural resource projects that signal a new phase in the efforts to reclaim the Nahant Marsh 

area from years of encroachment by invasive and non-native species. These make the site a more welcoming and 

enjoyable place to visit.   

 

Seasonal staff and volunteers cleared more than 250 feet of the buffer area between the Marsh and the neighbor-

ing railroad yard of invasive species such as garlic mustard, mulberry, honeysuckle, dogwood, and other undesira-

ble plants. The cleared area was then prepared and re-planted with species more compatible with the long-term 

restoration goals for the area. Some of the re-introduced species to this area included white oak, bur oak, paw 

paw, black walnut, pecan, downy serviceberry, American hazelnut, and American plum. Ongoing and vigilant 

efforts to keep the cleared section free from re-encroachment of undesirable species will be required. 

 

In other areas, crews took advantage of the mild spring weather conditions to burn some of the prairie and 

woodland plots and then moved in to further eradicate non-native plants. Some areas that had been previously 

overrun with invasive species such as phragmities, multiflora rose, dogwoods, willows, and honeysuckle are 

showing definite signs of improvement that make conditions more beneficial for desirable species to re-establish 

and flourish.  

 

Many of this spring’s projects, including those previously mentioned, have been completed with the financial 

support of grants and donations. A gift from the city of Davenport Neighborhood Beautification Fund pur-

chased trees and bushes and also replaced of several trail-side benches.  

 

 

 

 

 

The work here at Nahant can be hard and labor intensive and takes biological, ecological, and conservation-

minded applications. It is not always an easy job, but it is a very rewarding job knowing that all of your hard 

work is making a difference and will pay off.  

 

This summer we welcome Zach Strong as our new conservation technician to work alongside Kory  

Darnall, myself and our interns and volunteers. We also have three new conservation interns, Madeline Kull,  

Jenna Harker, and Megan Fahrenkrug, who will be interning here part-time to gain real hands-on experience in 

the conservation field while working on their degrees. 

by Kory Darnall, Nahant Marsh Conservation Technician 

Pag e 5  Nah a nt Ma rsh  N ew sl e tt er  Volume 10,  Issue 3  

SPRING CONSERVATION PROJECTS AND NEW FACES 

      

by Jevonnah Prashaw, Natural Resources Manager 



Nahant Marsh Education Center is a non-
profit 501(c)(3) education agency. As such, 
many services provided by Nahant Marsh 
rely heavily on donations from generous 
folks like you! Your donations are tax de-
ductible.  
 

If you would like to make a monetary  
donation, please send a check to:  
Nahant Marsh Education Center  
4220 Wapello Ave. 
Davenport, IA 52802 
 

Donations are also needed in the form of 
supplies and tools. Below is a general list of 
supplies and tools needed. If you have some-
thing not on the list you think we could use, 
please let us know what you have!  
 

Education Needs 
Animal furs (badger, bison, mountain lion, opossum) 
Animal mounts (native to the Midwest) 
Fossil collection (native to the Midwest) 
Butterfly collection (native to the Midwest) 
Insect collection (native to the Midwest) 
 

Natural Resources Needs 
Hand shears and lopping shears 
Pruning saws 
Tractor (brush hog attachment if we get one) 
4WD Gator 
Trailer 
Land/Property 
Small chainsaw 
Snow blower 
Batteries AA and AAA 
Oil (SAE 10W-30) 
2-cycle engine oil 
Bar and chain oil 
Grease for grease gun 
DR brush mower 
Water backpack sprayers 
Emergency ice blanket 
Spare tires 
Deep socket set 
Stihl weed eater 
 

Emergency vehicle toolkit 

Flashlights 

Gordon’s Herbicide Brush Killer 

Blue tank dye 

 

Animal Care Needs 

Husbandry/other needs 

Zoo Med medium turtle dock 

Zoo Med repti ramp bowls X-large 

Zoo Med repti turtle eye drops 

Zoo Med aspen snake bedding 

Zoo Med repti sand scooper 

Zoo Med turtle lamp comp pack 

Zoo Med repti basking spot lamp 75W 

Zoo Med reptituff splash proof halogen lamp 50W  

    UVA/UVB 

Exo Terra Repti-Glo 5.0 compact fluorescent tropical  

    terrarium lamp, 26-watt UVA/UVB 

Light fixtures 

Mini combo deep dome dual lap fixture 100W filters 

Zoo Med carbon bag for 501 turtle filter 

 

Office Needs 

Printer paper (white and colored) 

Tape (scotch, duct, masking, and packing) 

Postage stamps 

Stapler (and staples) 

Envelopes (business and half and full-size manila) 

Laminating machine 

Laminating pages 

 

Miscellaneous  Needs 

Shop towels 

Vacuum cleaner 

Cleaning supplies (bathroom cleaner, Windex, etc.) 

Washcloths and dish towels 

Paper towels 

Napkins 
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NAHANT MARSH WISH LIST 



The rattlesnake master gets its name because some Native Americans 

used its root as an antidote for rattlesnake venom. Button eryngo or 

rattlesnake master [Eryngium yuccifolium] is a warm-season perennial 

that is in bloom from June to September. The rattlesnake master is of-

ten used for roadside plantings, prairie restoration, prairie landscaping, 

wildlife cover, and also in wildflower gardens because of its attractive 

appearance and odor. The heads of the plant have a honey-like odor 

and grow 2 to 6 feet tall from a short, thick rootstock. The flowering 

heads attract many kinds of insects, including long-tongued bees, short

-tongued bees, wasps, flies, butterflies, skippers, moths, and beetles. 

Habitats include moist to slightly dry soil prairies, clay prairies, sand 

prairies, thickets, typical savannas, sandy savannas, and limestone. The rattlesnake master grows in most of Illi-

nois and Iowa except for some western and southern counties.  

 

INTERESTING FACTS: 

 

• The rattlesnake master is a member of the carrot family.  

 

• Native Americans used the seed-heads of rattlesnake master as baby rattles.  

 

• The roots were thought to be an effective antidote to rattlesnake bites. This belief is incorrect, but is where the  

    plant acquired its name.  

• Native Americans brewed a tea of the root to treat liver and bladder problems.  

• Rattlesnake balm is made from the plants roots and used for soothing sore muscles and headaches.  

• Mammals have been known to nibble off the ends of the rattlesnake master leaves. The coarse foliage  

    and prickly balls are not sources of food for mammals.  

• Although mammals do not consume rattlesnake master, many insects enjoy all different parts of the plant.  

• Rattlesnake master occurs throughout the United States in north-central regions such as Illinois, Iowa,  

    Michigan, Ohio, Indiana, Kansas, Minnesota, Missouri, Oklahoma, and Wisconsin.  

                    by Jenna Skopek, Nahant Marsh Americorps Educator 
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Featured Plant: RATTLESNAKE MASTER 

 
 



One of the most common wetland mam-

mals is the beaver. Castor Canadensis is 

North America’s largest rodent. Beavers act 

as earth’s kidneys because they maintain 

wetlands, alleviate droughts, and lesson ero-

sion. Native Americans called the beaver the 

“sacred center” of the land because they 

create such rich, watery habitat for other 

animals.  

 

There are two different species of beavers, the American beaver and the 

Eurasian beaver. They have thick fur, powerful jaws, and strong teeth. 

The teeth are extremely important because they never stop growing. 

Beavers have closable nostrils and ears, and transparent eye mem-

branes. There is a pair of scent glands (castors) located at the base of 

their tails. They use this musky secretion to mark their territory.  

 

 

 

A beaver’s home is called a lodge, which is a dome 

shaped house made from woven sticks, grasses, and 

moss plastered with mud. Beavers use their leathery 

tail to signal danger by slapping the surface of the wa-

ter and as a location for fat storage. They are excel-

lent swimmers and can be submerged up to 15 

minutes. The typical diet of these interesting mam-

mals are leaves, roots, and bark from aspens, willows, 

maples, and aquatic plants. They spend the majority 

of their busy lives eating and building. 

 

 

 

                by Cassidy Piersall, Nahant Marsh Americorps Educator 
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Featured Mammal: Beaver 

 
 



I like to think I know a thing or two about spending time in the 
great outdoors. I'm an old Eagle Scout, an avid hiker and camper, 
and I write a website encouraging people to get active outside. 
When I saw an advertisement for the Master Conservationist Pro-
gram at the Nahant Marsh Education Center, I started thinking 
about how much I still have to learn about the environment in 
which I love to spend my time. So, I signed up. 
 
My fellow classmates and I all signed up for different reasons. 
Some are teachers who want to pass what they learn on to their 
students. Others are business owners that will benefit from a better 
understanding of the local environment. What we all have in com-
mon is an interest in nature and our place in it. 
 
Each session, we're introduced to a new subject by a different in-
structor. We've learned about basic ecological principles, wood-
lands, prairies, grasslands, astronomy, wildlife diversity, human his-
tory and how we've affected the environment, urban conservation, 
and steps we can take in our own homes and neighborhoods to 
lessen our impact on the environment. That sounds like a lot, and 
we've still got more coming, but there's no comprehensive exam. 
The point isn't that we need to memorize every shred of content 
we're provided, but rather that we gain a familiarity with the 
knowledge so that we'll know how to find more information when 
needed. 
 
Do you remember the excitement of a field trip when you were in 
school? Turns out, they're still pretty exciting as an adult! Nahant 
Marsh serves as our base of operations, but even on our first meet-
ing, we spent a good deal of time outside learning about native 
plants. We've visited the Wapsi Center, the Thomson Fulton Sand 
Prairie, Mississippi Palisades State Park, Manikowski Prairie, and 
the Advanced Technology Environmental and Energy Center in 
Davenport. I've learned something new at every place we've visit-
ed, enjoyed myself, and returned home with new questions and 
ideas.  

 

by Wade Ellett, Current Class of  Master Conservationist 
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THE MASTER CONSERVATIONIST EXPERIENCE 

 
 



BUG PARTY! 

Join a naturalist for a night out to learn about  
the winged party animals and other nocturnal 
critters hanging out at the Marsh! This bug 
party is open to families and bug-lovers of all 
ages.  

 

Date:   Friday, July 15, 2016  
Time:  8 p.m. – 9:30 p.m. 
Cost:  $5 adult / $3 child members 
   $7 adult / $5 child non-members 
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Guests are welcome to bring their 

own food and blankets, if preferred, 

for seating. Beverages will be provid-

ed with the admission fee. Baked 

treats and sweets will be available at 

a bake sale organized by the Friends 

of Nahant Marsh. Come early and 

take a hike on our trails!  

7.21.16 

ELLIS KELL 

$7 adult / $3 child* members  

$10 adult / $5 child* non-members  

 
 

UPCOMING GUIDED NATURE HIKES 

Saturday Mornings 

  August 6, 2016 at 10 a.m. 

  September 3, 2016 at 10 a.m. 

  October 1, 2016 at 10 a.m. 

Sunset Hike 

  Thursday, October 20, 2016 at 5 p.m. 

Cost:  $5 adult members/ $7 adult non-

members. Children 12 and under are FREE. 

 

EVENTS NOT TO MISS 

Saturday, July 30, 2016 

Lecture begins at 8 p.m. 

Black-lighting from 9 p.m.-midnight. 

 
Presented in coordination with the Scott County  

Master Gardeners. Donations welcome. 

The talent for our last summer  

concert on 8.18.16 will be  

announced during intermission 

the evening of 7.21.16. 

Pay early and save! Receive $10 off your table of 8 if reserved  
and paid by September 6, 2016. Instead of $80, you’ll pay $70!  
Contact Lindsey to reserve your spot: lmkennedy@eicc.edu / 563.336.3374 

Summer  

Research  

Poster  

Presentations 
 

Wednesday, August 10, 

2016 from 5-7 p.m. 

 

Come see what our  

college researchers 

have been working 

on this summer 

through the LSAMP 

program. 

 

The Louis Stokes Alliance 

for Minority Participation 

(LSAMP) program is 

aimed at increasing the 

quality and quantity of 

students successfully  

completing science, tech-

nology, engineering, and 

mathematics (STEM) 

baccalaureate degree 

programs. 

BREAKFAST NATURE CLUB 

Learn the secret life of Iowa’s wildlife 

during this monthly class at Nahant 

Marsh. Each month we will explore the 

characteristics and adaptations of a 

group of local flora and fauna. 

A continental breakfast with coffee, 

juice, and tea is included in the fee. Feel 

free to bring your own coffee mug or 

travel container. Participants are en-

couraged to join in a “coffee talk” after 

class to share stories of wildlife encoun-

ters and anything nature related.  

UPCOMING DATES:  

Aug. 5– Edible & Medicinal Plants, Part 2 

Sept. 2– Butterflies & Moths 

Oct. 7– Fall Tree 101 & Hike  

Nov. 4– Naturalist Bio: Teddy Roosevelt 

Dec. 2– Woodland Mammals & Tracks 

Cost: $7 members, $10 non-members 
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Kids Corner 

Found online at:  

Can you find these things below in the big picture? 



We had another great Pollinator Conference. The conference, sponsored by 38 businesses and organizations, was attended by over 

275 people on Thursday and 120 on Friday for the pollinator habitat tours.  



MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES: 
 

Family: $60 
Grand Family: $75 
Individual: $40 
Senior: $35  
Student: $25 
Associate Individual: $75 
Associate Family: $100 
Benefactor: $500 
Lifetime: $1,000 

NOT A MEMBER OF NAHANT MARSH YET?  
Join and save BIG!  

All memberships purchased now through the end of this December do not expire until December of 2017. 

Act quickly, and that means up to an extra 6 months of benefits FREE, including: 

 

  • Discounts to special events and weekend programs  

  • Discounts and early announcements to our camp programs 

  • Discounts off  Nahant products 

  • Subscription to our quarterly e-newsletter 

  • Invitations to members-only events 
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JOIN US! 

 
 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO BE MORE INVOLVED WITH NAHANT MARSH?  
JOIN THE FRIENDS GROUP!  
The Friends of Nahant Marsh (FNM) exists to assist the Nahant Marsh Education Center in caring for, 
learning about, and teaching others the importance, value, and beauty of Nahant Marsh. 
 
What they do: 
• Open and host the Education Center on Saturdays. 
• Assist with prairie restoration, including planting, harvesting seeds,  
    and the removal of invasive species. 
• Build construction and carpentry projects to benefit Nahant Marsh. 
• Host Nahant Marsh information booths at community events. 
• Provide meals for visiting AmeriCorps crew and snacks for summer  
    camps and educational programs. 
• Educate the public about the history of Nahant Marsh and services available. 
• Assist with field trips and sponsor children at summer Nahant Marsh day camps. 
• Raise money to aid in the preservation and enhancement of Nahant Marsh. 
 
To join, attend the monthly meeting on the last Wednesday of each month from 6-7 p.m. at Nahant Marsh. 
$15 FNM dues are paid annually at the January meeting. 

Plus, we’ve begun to plan our members-only event  
for August 27. Save the date, and stay tuned! 
 

If  you have a question about your membership,  
contact Liz Schramm at eschramm@eicc.edu or 
563.336.3374. 
 
New memberships and renewals can be done at the Education 
Center, by phone, or online: www.nahantmarsh.org.  
Memberships also make great birthday and anniversary gifts! 

Our FNM Appreciation Event will  

be on Wednesday, August 31, 2016. 
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We’ll See YOU THIS SUMMER! 

Animal Yoga 

Stretch out before your hike in a 

fun new way with some animal 

yoga. A staff member could help 

you with some examples!  

 

 

 

Hiking & Running  

Nahant has three miles of trails 

that are open daily from sunrise 

to sunset. If the main gate is 

locked, trails are accessible from 

the front parking lot. Look for 

the opening in the fence near the 

kiosk. 

 

Photography 

Grab your camera or phone! 

With all the diverse plant and 

wildlife species, you’ll be sure to 

capture great memories at the 

Marsh. 

Bird Watching 

Grab your binoculars and field 

guide, or borrow from the staff, 

and head out to our bird blind, 

dock, or viewing platform to see 

what you can find!  

 

Picnicking 

Enjoy a picnic in front of the 

marsh with your family or 

friends. There are two picnic 

shelters available for use by the 

nature center. 

 

Invertebrate Netting 

On land or in the water, Nahant 

is full of invertebrate species. Ask 

the staff for some nets and see 

what you can find! 

Plant Identification 

Nahant is a great place to learn 

about plant species in Iowa. Ask 

to check out a plant field guide 

and see what you can identify. 

 

Seasonal Scavenger 

Hunts 

Depending on the season, there 

are different things to see at Na-

hant. Check out our scavenger 

hunts and see what plants and 

animals you can find! 

 

Adventure Packs 

These packs are filled with nature 

guides, magnifying glasses, and 

seasonal self-directed activities. 

See staff to check one out. 

 Nahant Marsh is a beautiful place in the summer. 

Make each visit unique. Here are some fun ways to spend your time at Nahant… 
 

Preserve hours are from sunrise to sunset. 
All pets are welcome, but must be on a leash. 

 

Education Center hours are Monday-Friday from 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m. and Saturday from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 

Interested in weekly updates about Nahant programs and events? 

Get added to our electronic news list through MailChimp.  

Send an email to nahantmarsh@eicc.edu with the subject:  

“Add me to MailChimp.” 



Education Center Hours:    

Monday through Friday  

  from 8:30 a.m.-4:30p.m.   
  

Saturday  

  from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 
 

Preserve Hours:  

Open daily from sunrise to sunset. 
 

Note: The inner parking lot also closes at 
4:30 p.m. on weekdays. 
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MAP your adventure 


