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AMERICORPS EDUCATORS 

•Cassidy Piersall 
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•Kinsey Edmonds 
 

NATURAL RESOURCES TECHNICIANS 

•Kory Darnell 

•Zach Strong 

•Madeline Kull 
 

NATURAL RESOURCES GRADUATE ASSISTANT 

•Sarah Jackson 

Nahant Marsh preserve is one of the largest urban wetlands on the 

Upper Mississippi River. It is comprised of marshy areas; mesic, wet 

and sand prairie; and bottomland forest. A spring-fed quarry, known 

as Carp Lake, and the surrounding grounds, are part of the Nahant 

Marsh preserve as well. The 265-acre preserve is owned by the city of 

Davenport and the Nahant Marsh Board, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit 

organization. Conservation and restoration efforts on the preserve are 

directed by the Nahant Board. The educational programming is 

overseen by Eastern Iowa Community Colleges (EICC). EICC’s 

Advanced Technology Environmental and Energy Center (ATEEC) is 

also a critical part of Nahant Marsh.  

#nahantmarshiowa 

Nahant Marsh Education Center won the 2016 Outstanding  

Environmental Education Program Award, sponsored by the  

Iowa Association of Naturalists and the Iowa Conservation  

Education Coalition. Pictured left to right: Kinsey Edmonds,  

Liz Schramm, Amy Loving, Jenna Skopek, and Cassidy Piersall. 

AWARD WINNING STAFF 
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https://twitter.com/intent/follow?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fnahantmarsh.org%2F&screen_name=nahant_marsh&tw_p=followbutton&variant=2.0&xd_token=51a6c688cb66c4


Over the course of two days, March 2 and March 

3, Nahant Marsh hosted two separate AmeriCorps 

National Civilian Community Corps (NCCC) 

groups. Collectively, they removed 38 bags of ille-

gally dumped trash, fourteen tires, and other de-

bris from Rockingham Road, Wapello Avenue, and a section along South 

Concord Street to the I-280 bridge. 

 The environmental impact of their admirable action was to prevent fur-

ther contamination to the rising Mississippi River, wildlife, and sur-

rounding areas. The crews also removed several loads of the invasive 

species, honey suckle, from selected locations.  
 

The crews were highly motivated, eager, and willing to help improve 

the overall heath of Nahant Marsh, the community, and all other neigh-

boring areas. The crews learned new skills while demonstrating team-

work during their short time here at the marsh, which will help them in 

future endeavors.  
 

Meals were provided by the Friends of Nahant Marsh on both days and were much appreciated by the AmeriCorps 

NCCC groups, as well as the Nahant Marsh staff. We would especially like to thank Lynn Abel, Jane Broughton, 

Terry Collins, Sheri Colman, Curtis Lundy, Julie Malake, Kathy Nice, and Sherry Staub. 

by Zach Strong, Conservation Technician 
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AMERICORPS NCCC CLEANUP SUCCESS 

Our staff had the privilege of celebrating AmeriCorps Week, which took place from March 4 

through March 11. This was a time to celebrate and salute our members for their service, and 

thank community partners for all that they do. The main focus of this week was to increase overall 

awareness, and get the community motivated. It was an important mission for our team to get the 

word out about the program. AmeriCorps gave me a sense of fulfilment, especially knowing that I was connect-

ing the youth with nature. Together we presented to a fisheries management class instructed by Brian Ritter, 

which is through Eastern Iowa Community Colleges. One of the focus areas in AmeriCorps is environmental 

stewardship, which directly correlates with this class. We were able to share stories, raise awareness, and an-

swer questions. AmeriCorps has taught us that with hard work, dedication, and teamwork, we can accomplish 

anything.  

CELEBRATING AMERICORPS WEEK 

by Cassidy Piersall, Educator 



Pag e 4  Nah a nt Ma rsh  N ew sl e tt er  Volume 11,  Issue 2  

As some of you may have seen, Nahant Marsh is now the proud owner of a John Deere Tractor! This was a much 

needed piece of equipment in the restoration and preservation of our precious resources here at Nahant. Not only 

will we be able to attain our natural resource goals but we will be able to better maintain our trails for the safety of 

all who come to enjoy the wonders of the marsh. 
 

Mowing is a necessary tool in prairie management, along with prescribed fire, which 

helps maintain a balance of native forbs and grasses as well as discouraging woody 

growth and other invasive species. This spring we will be selectively burning some of 

our prairies and mowing others; alternating fire, mowing, and no action through the 

years helps increase and maintain biodiversity for the many animals and pollinators 

that inhabit the marsh.  
 

We have also been working on improving the health of our forest areas. Slowly but 

surely, we are removing invasive and non-native trees and shrubs and replacing them 

with native varieties. I say slowly on purpose, as clearing a forested area too fast can 

lead to encroachment of other invasive species as well as destroying wildlife habitat. By selectively removing the 

non-native trees at intervals, it allows for wildlife cover while the new plantings of native trees and shrubs grow. 

This will create an uneven age, diverse forest, which is beneficial for quicker recovery in the event of natural disas-

ters such as floods, or biological disasters such as the emerald ash borer that is currently in Iowa. 

 

NEW SAFETY EQUIPMENT  
Nahant Marsh is now more prepared than ever through the help of a Disaster Workshop Preparedness Grant through 

the Community Foundation of the Great River Bend.  
 

Our gem of a wetland is surrounded by railroads, factories, and 

highways and you never know if and when a major accident will 

occur that could affect our building and surrounding areas.  

Natural disasters such as tornadoes, floods, and severe storms 

can come up fairly quickly.  This grant workshop helped us identify possible disasters, both 

natural and man-made, and come up with a plan of action for each type of disaster.  We 

were also granted funds to purchase necessary safety equipment that we were lacking such 

as fully stocked first aid cabinets throughout the building and garage, emergency weather 

radios, walkie-talkies, external hard drives for backing up important data, emergency shel-

ter-in-place kits, and a public announcement system to be able to get everyone’s attention 

if we need to evacuate or shelter-in-place. 
 

Attending this workshop made us realize how unprepared we really were for major disas-

ters and that it was something we needed to address quickly.  With our detailed plans and 

new safety equipment, Nahant is now more prepared to handle disasters that may come 

our way.  Here’s to a safer new year and years to follow! 

NATURAL RESOURCE SPRING PLANS 

by Jevonnah Prashaw, Natural Resource Manager  

Zach Strong testing our new 

outdoor speakers. 

Jevonnah Prashaw overseeing a 

prescribed burn. 



With budget cuts and limited funds for field trips, it is important for the Marsh 

to modify our programs to meet the needs of the schools. To that end, the edu-

cation staff at Nahant Marsh is in the process of aligning our programming to 

the Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS). On August 6, 2015, the Iowa 

State Board of Education adopted the new science standards under Iowa Core. 

The new science standards were adopted “to ensure our current K-12 students are scientifically-literate, global cit-

izens who are prepared for college and career success.” NGSS modifies the way K-12 students learn science by in-

tegrating three major dimensions: Science and Engineering Practices, Disciplinary Core Ideas, and Cross-Cutting 

Concepts. These performance expectations will help students understand scientific concepts, use those concepts to 

make inquiries and find solutions, and to identify connections to other concepts in other STEM fields. Standards are 

to be fully implemented into the curriculum by the 2019-2020 academic year. 
 

In an effort to understand the process of alignment, we have attended the Iowa Conservation Education Coalition’s 

Winter Workshop the past three years. During the two-day workshops, naturalists from across Iowa collaborated 

with area AEA representatives to wrap our heads around the new standards. I’ll admit, the first two workshops had 

many of us “non-formal” educators feeling very overwhelmed. However, the workshop this year helped to bring it 

all together and we walked away with not only a clearer understanding of the new standards, but a method that 

will help streamline the alignment process. Aligning our education programs will make us better naturalists and 

help students learn in a way that is more engaging and intentional. The project of aligning our programming will 

be mammoth but we have set a goal to have several programs knocked out by the end of summer. Stay tuned! 

by Amy Loving, Education Coordinator 
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EDUCATION PROGRAM: ALIGNING WITH NEW SCIENCE STANDARDS 

NAHANT AT BALD EAGLE DAYS 
      

Nearly 17,000 visitors flocked to the QC Expo Center January 6-8, 2017 for 

the annual Bald Eagle Days event.  The Nahant Marsh booth provided visi-

tors with information about how different animals survive the winter at the 

marsh, explaining migration, hibernation, and torpor.  Animal furs and live 

reptiles were a hit with both children and adults!  We would like to thank 

Julie Malake for taking the time to paint the animal backdrops and all the 

volunteers who helped staff the booth throughout the weekend. 

by Kinsey Edmonds, Educator 



This is the 6th year that Nahant has been hosting and coordinating the Master 

Conservationist Program. We have had 80 people come through our program, 

and this year looks to be another great year! This year we will be exploring all 

the habitats and wildlife Iowa and Illinois have to offer, including woodlands, 

prairies, and wetlands. Our group will be going to Wildcat 

Den State Park to look at the wildflowers and ferns found 

there. We will also be taking a day-long trip to Thomson-

Fulton Sand Prairie, Manikowski Prairie, and Mississippi Pal-

isades State Park to learn about different prairie ecosystems. 

This year’s program has already began, but it is not too late 

to join! For more information contact Liz Schramm at 

eschramm@eicc.edu or 563.336.3374.  

by Liz Schramm, Program Specialist/Naturalist  
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2017 MASTER CONSERVATIONIST PROGRAM KICKS OFF 
      

2014 Master Conservationist Cohort at Wildcat Den State Park. 

NEW ANIMAL ROOM LAYOUT 
      

by Jevonnah Prashaw, Natural Resource Manager  

Thanks to a very generous donor, we now have funds to give our animal 

ambassadors bigger and better homes! We have rearranged our animal 

room to accommodate for the new enclosures as well as give staff a 

closed off cleaning and feeding area. We purchased materials to build a 

larger, more efficient enclosure for our slithery friends and it was built 

by one of our handy master conservationists who has also agreed to build 

two other enclosures as well. The new enclosure is now being used by 

our black rat snake, western hognose snake, and the tiger salamander.  

Once the other two enclosures are done the bull snake and fox snake will 

have a larger, more efficient enclosure as well as the box turtles. Come 

down and check out the new arrangement and stay tuned for more new  

  enclosures to come! 

You Can Help Too!  
Many of our animal ambassadors are still in need of adopting  
for 2017. Your $75 donation provides: expert care from trained staff  
who oversee their daily needs, special diets to meet their specific needs,  
enrichment items to encourage natural behaviors, and regular veterinary  
checkups to insure optimal health. 

Animal “adoptions” are valid for one year from the date of processing. Animals may 
have multiple “adoptive parents” and must remain under the care of the staff at the 

Center.   Adopt your favorite today: nahantmarsh.org/adopt-an-animal. 
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WITH APPRECIATION 
 

CORPORATE SPONSORS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

MATERIAL DONATIONS 
 
Linwood Mining and Minerals  

Sherry and David Staub  

Britt Vickstrom  

 

MONETARY DONATIONS 
 
Paul Olsen via the Delta Kappa Gamma Society 

Randy Pribyl 

Raymond Crane 

 

ANIMAL ADOPTIONS 
 
Mark and Lisa Cleve 

Terry Collins 

Patti Holmlund 

Shirley Horstmann 

 

MARSH MADNESS TRIVIA NIGHT DONATIONS 
 
Bike and Hike 

Camera Corner 

Terry Collins 

Sheri Colman 

Dick's Sporting Goods 

Emily Gutzmann 

Jerry & Sparky's 

John and Robin Jurich 

Live Well Chiropractic & Wellness Center 

Michael's Fun World 

National Mississippi River Museum & Aquarium 

River Action Inc. 

Rock River Photography 

SCHEELS 

Schramm Seeds 

Liz and Nate Schramm 

Britt Vickstrom 

Wallace's Garden Center 

WaterPark Car Washes 

GENERAL ASPHALT 
Construction Company 

PARTNERS 

GRANTS 



 

Nahant is now taking applications for summer research interns! Research 

is an integral part of the work we do to preserve and maintain the amaz-

ing natural areas that we have at Nahant. Nahant’s research interns are 

funded through the Louis Stokes Alliances for Minority Participation 

(LSAMP). We have had many different projects in the past including turtle 

monitoring, goat grazing studies, mushroom surveys, wildlife monitoring, 

and various water quality projects. Students will be responsible for design-

ing their project, carrying out the research, and 

making a poster of their results. The deadline to  

   apply is April 22nd! Any student is allowed to  

   participate, but there is compensation available 

for students that meet the qualifications of the LSAMP grant. For more information please 

contact Liz Schramm at eschramm@eicc.edu or 563.336.3374. 
 

by Liz Schramm, Program Specialist/Naturalist  
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LSAMP SUMMER RESEARCH OPPORTUNITY 
      

TURTLES FOR TOTS- $15 

Discover the lives of turtles through hands-on activities and interac-

tions with Nahant Marsh’s live turtle collection. Ages 3-5. 

June 14, 9 a.m. – 11 a.m. Section: #181285 
 

MARSH STOMPERS- $35 

Learn about awesome aquatic bugs and other water-loving animals 

that live and visit Nahant Marsh. Ages 8-9.  

June 15, 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. Section: #181286 
 

NATURE ADVENTURE CAMP- $175 

Explore wetlands, woodlands, and prairies with the naturalists at 

Nahant Marsh. Campers will get hands-on experience learning about 

wildlife and practicing outdoor skills. This camp offers youth an 

opportunity to create memories and dig-in to nature. Ages 7-10. 

June 19 – June 23, 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. Section: #181288 
 

NATURE ART CAMP- $70 

Create beautiful masterpieces by using items from nature as either 

the medium or inspiration. Activities will include: handmade paper, 

nature photography, weaving with cattails, and making and using 

natural dyes. Many of the projects are take-home. Ages 8-12. 

June 28 – June 29, 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. Section: #181290 

 

 

 

TURTLES FOR TOTS- $15 

Discover the lives of turtles 

through hands-on activities and 

interactions with Nahant Marsh’s 

live turtle collection. Ages 3-5. 

July 12, 9 a.m. – 11 a.m. Section: 

#181283 
 

MARSH STOMPERS- $35 

Learn about awesome aquatic bugs and other water-loving animals 

that live and visit Nahant Marsh. Ages 8-9. 

July 13, 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. Section: #181287 
 

NATURE ADVENTURE CAMP- $175 

Explore wetlands, woodlands, and prairies with the naturalists at 

Nahant Marsh. Campers will get hands-on experience learning about 

wildlife and practicing outdoor skills. This camp offers youth an 

opportunity to create memories and dig-in to nature. Ages 11-14. 

July 17 – July 21, 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. Section: #181289 

 

 

SUMMER CAMPS AT NAHANT 
This summer, Nahant is hosting a variety of summer camps for children from ages 3-14 from mid-June to the end of July. Campers 
must register by calling Eastern Iowa Community Colleges at 1-888-336-3907 or register online at: eicc.edu/summercamp. 

Andre Dinh measures a turtle. 

Cassandra Cruz and Sophia Daniels collect a 

turtle research trap. 

http://www.eicc.edu/continuing-education/summercamp/index.aspx
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UPCOMING FAMILY AND YOUTH PROGRAMS 

Pre-registration for programs is strongly recommended, either online at 
www.nahantmarsh.org/events or by phone at 563.336.3370. 
 

TODDLER AND K-9 YOUTH PROGRAMS 
Homeschool, Natural Egg Dyeing (Grades K-9): March 31 
2:30-4 p.m. | $6 Member, $8 Guest 
Students will learn how to make natural dyes and techniques for dyeing eggs.  
 
Toddler Tales, Nocturnal Animals (Ages 3-5): April 11 
10-11 a.m. OR 2-3 p.m. | $3 Member, $5 Guest 
Did you know that when you go to bed, there are many animals that are just waking 
up? Students will learn about the amazing traits that help these animals live in the 
dark. 
 
Homeschool, Fishing (Grades K-9): April 28 
2:30-4 p.m. |$6 Member, $8 Guest 
Students will learn basic techniques and how to identify common fish species. Meet 
at Carp Lake, 3706 S. Concord, Davenport, IA. Students may bring their own fishing 
poles and tackle. Equipment will be available as well.  
 
Toddler Tales, Gardening (Ages 3-5): May 9 
10-11 a.m. OR 2-3 p.m. | $3 Member, $5 Guest 
It’s time to start your gardens! We are going to read about Little Groundhog and how 
he grows his garden! 
 
Homeschool, Spring Wild Edibles (Grades K-9): May 26 
2:30-4 p.m. |$6 Member, $8 Guest 
Students will learn about common wild edibles found during this season and how to 
harvest and prepare them. 
 
Toddler Tales, Nature’s Shapes (Ages 3-5): June 13 
10-11 a.m. OR 2-3 p.m. | $3 Member, $5 Guest 
We are going to read about shapes found in nature and then go out and find our 
own!  
 
Toddler Tales, Life in the 
Marsh (Ages 3-5): July 11 
10-11 a.m. OR 2-3 p.m. | 
$3 Member, $5 Guest 
There are so many crea-
tures found in the marsh 
and we are going to read 
about turtles and see if we 
can see some!  

 
April 8 
9 a.m.-Noon 
For ages 3-12 
 
 
 

$5 Member, $7 Guest, 2 & under are free.  
 

Celebrate spring at Nahant Marsh. Children can 

participate in either a hide-and-seek egg hunt or a 

GPS scavenger egg hunt. There will also be a vari-

ety of nature themed hands-on activities where 

children and their families will learn about local 

wildlife. Refreshments will be available for pur-

chase. Each child that completes the egg hunt will 

receive a bag of goodies. Registration is strongly 

recommended. Bring your own basket! 
 

A special thank you to the Rock Island Soil and Water 
Conservation District and the Waste Commission of 
Scott County for supporting the event!  

 

 

 

 

 

FaMILY-friendly weekend programs  
$3 Nahant Members, $6 Guests. There is no fee for 
adults accompanying children. This program is 
geared toward school-age children, but adult  
nature lovers are welcome to attend.  
 
Reptiles and Amphibians: May 13 | 10-11 a.m. 
Discover the unique lives of snakes, turtles, and 

frogs in this family-friendly program. Participants 

will explore our “frog pond” and be introduced to 

our resident education reptiles.  

 

Pond Study: June 10 | 10-11 a.m. 

Join a naturalist as we study the invertebrates that 

live in the marsh. Using dip nets, participants will 

catch ghost shrimp, dragonfly nymphs, water 

boatman, and more! Participants will learn about 

pond life, food webs, water quality, metamorpho-

sis, and adaptations. This fun, educational activity 

is perfect for families looking to explore the out-

doors. 

 

Wildflowers: July 8 | 10-11 a.m. 

Wildflowers are in full force this time of the year 

in our prairies. In this family-friendly program, 

we will take a journey into the prairie and learn 

all about native wildflowers.  

http://www.nahantmarsh.org/events
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UPCOMING ADULT PROGRAMS 
      

Pre-registration for programs is strongly recommend-
ed, either online at www.nahantmarsh.org/events or 
by phone at 563.336.3370. 
 
BREAKFAST NATURE CLUB  
Learn the secret life of Iowa’s wildlife during this monthly 
class at Nahant Marsh. A continental breakfast with coffee, 
juice, and tea is included in the fee. Feel free to bring your 
own coffee mug or travel container.  
 

Programs are held on the first Friday of the month and 
begin at 8 a.m. 

 

Water Quality Testing: April 7 
8-9 a.m. | $5 Members, $10 Guests 
 

There are many parameters when it comes to determining wa-
ter quality. In this session, participants will learn about and test 
for pH, nitrates, turbidity, phosphates, and dissolved oxygen.  

 

 

Sand Prairies: May 5 
8-9 a.m. | $5 Members / $10 Guests 
 

Discover the life that exists in dry, Midwest sand prairies. Brian 
Ritter, Executive Director at Nahant Marsh will discuss the 
types of grasses, flowers, and wildlife found in this special prai-
rie ecosystem.  

 

Wild Foods and Native Herbs: June 2 
8-9 a.m. | $5 Members / $10 Guests 
 

Early summer is a wonderful time to harvest and collect many 
types of wild edibles. Participants will learn about common 
wild plants, how to harvest them, and how to incorporate wild 
foods and medicinal plants into your gardens.    

 

Mussels of the Upper Mississippi: July 7 
8-9 a.m. | $5 Members / $10 Guests 
 

Mussels are the most endangered species in the U.S. Learn 
about the adaptations, diets, life cycle, and history of these 
shelled creatures. Mussel shells will be shown and students will 
learn to identify common species. 

 

Enjoy programs at Nahant Marsh? Get a membership to receive up to 50% off  

on programs and events. Sign up online: www.nahantmarsh.org/membership. 

SATURDAY ADULT PROGRAMS 

Since our Breakfast Nature Club topics are often popular, 
we repeat most programs on the third Saturday of the 
month, beginning at 10 a.m. Note: There is no program in April. 

  
Sand Prairies: May 20 
10-11 a.m. | $5 Members, $10 Non-members 

Discover the life that exists in dry, Midwest sand prairies. Bri-
an Ritter will discuss the types of grasses, flowers, and wildlife 
found in this special prairie ecosystem. 

 

Wild Foods and Native Herbs: June 17 
10-11 a.m. | $5 Members, $10 Non-members 

Early summer is a wonderful time to harvest and collect many 
types of wild edibles. Participants will learn about common 
wild plants, how to harvest them, and how to incorporate 
wild foods and medicinal plants into your gardens.    

 

 

 

 

Mussels of the Upper Mississippi: July 15 
10-11 a.m. | $5 Members, $10 Non-members 

Mussels are the most endangered species in the U.S. Learn 
about the adaptations, diets, life cycle, and history of these 
shelled creatures. Mussel shells will be shown and students 
will learn to identify common species.  

 
EARTH DAY SPRING CLEANUP  

Saturday, April 22 | 8:30-11:30 a.m. 
 
 

Volunteers at the cleanup will be picking up litter along the 
roadways of South Concord and Wapello Avenue in South-
west Davenport, and pulling garlic mustard around Nahant 
Marsh. Garlic mustard is an invasive plant that spreads rap-
idly by seed, and is a major threat to woodlands.  
 

Gloves, tongs, and safety gear will be provided as well as 
water stations, fruit, and granola bars. Please wear comforta-
ble, durable clothes, a hat, and shoes that can get dirty. 
There may be wet areas, so rubber boots or water-resistant 
shoes are recommended. You may also bring a reusable wa-
ter bottle. 
 

http://www.nahantmarsh.org/events


I have only been in the Midwest for a short period, but Nahant Marsh is a magnificent place that immediately reso-

nated with me and has become a special treasure. I can remember my first drive across the Interstate 280 bridge to 

Wapello Avenue and looking down onto Nahant Marsh. I had to continually redirect my attention to the road, because 

I was instantly struck by the beauty of Nahant Marsh and the wildlife gracefully navigating the landscape.  

As a Southerner, the surrounding environment at Nahant Marsh is a contrast from the location that I call home. The 

transition process from the South to the Midwest has been intriguing and exhilarating. Discovering the flora and fau-

na at Nahant Marsh has provided me with invaluable opportunities to explore the world. The change in seasons has 

been a stunning process that has truly astounded me. I can recall arriving at Nahant Marsh and being greeted with an 

array of diverse avian species that filled the wetland. I stood in awe the first time that I observed the collectives of spe-

cies. It has been a thrilling process to learn the variety of species 

that inhabit the wetland for brief or extended periods of time. I 

have been able to see North American river otters, hooded mer-

gansers, bald eagles, and a wide array of other beautiful species 

that I have never observed before. The use of goats as a form of 

land management was another new experience for me and the 

positive impacts that they can have on maintaining the landscape 

is impressive. Being able to hold and pet a goat is an additional 

bonus that I would gladly take any day.  

The transition of seasons has truly captivated me. The seasonal 

conversions in the South are noticeable, but not as distinct as the 

Midwest. Having the chance to watch a serene and peaceful 

snowfall and observe the sporadic tracks in the snow are mo-

ments that I have not been able to consistently experience while 

in the South. I am partial to the cold weather, but I am excited to 

observe the growth that arises as spring transpires. The sunrises 

and sunsets are another natural phenomenon that continually cap-

tures my attention and causes me to stop and take in their beauty. When the morning comes, I am greeted with strik-

ing colors that illuminate the sky. As the day comes to a close, gradients of red to orange paint the sky and welcome 

the shining display of the stars in the night sky.  

I have been given the honor of working with the tremendous staff at Nahant Marsh. Each day is full of exciting dis-

coveries and opportunities. I have already learned a great deal of information from the knowledgeable, gracious staff 

and I continue to expand my understanding because of their generosity. I have also had the pleasure of meeting indi-

viduals who visit Nahant Marsh. These experiences have been nothing short of wonderful. The abundant warmth and 

hospitality of the Nahant Marsh staff and visitors are expressions that I am unbelievably appreciative of and could not 

offer enough thanks for. Each day at Nahant Marsh is a continual learning process that not only provides me with 

new knowledge, but creates invaluable memories and experiences that I will cherish well beyond my time at Nahant 

Marsh.   

by Sarah Jackson, Western Illinois University–Quad Cities 
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NAHANT MARSH THROUGH THE EYES OF A GRADUATE ASSISTANT 

Sarah Jackson (left) and Jevonnah Prashaw (right). 



NEW OR RENEWING MEMBERS IN 2017 
 
   Anne Basken  

    Linda Baxley  

    Barbara Biggs  

    Alana Callender  

    Michelle Chavez  

    Gary Dembicki  

    Chelsea Haley  

    Patricia Halverson  

    Claire Kovacs  

    Curtis Lundy  

    David McCoy  

    Tim Murphy  

    Lori Parker  

    Michael Rieck  

    Laurie Rohner  

    Carey Smysor  

    Brian Tugana  

    Britt Vickstrom  

    Jo Ann Whitmore  
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GET INVOLVED 
      

MEMBERSHIP  
Family: $60/year    Student: $25/year 
The Grand Family: $75/year  Associate Individual: $75/year 
Individual: $40/year    Associate Family: $100/year 
Senior: $30/year    Benefactor: $500/year 
 
MEMBER BENEFITS 

• Discounts to special events and programs 

• Discounts and early announcements to our camp programs 

• Discounts off Nahant Marsh products 

• Subscription to our quarterly e-newsletter 

• Invitation to members-only events 

YOUR MEMBERSHIP CONTRIBUTES TO NAHANT MARSH 

• Environmental education programs for over 17,000 children,   
    adults, and families annually. 

• The protection and preservation of the largest urban wetland  
    on the upper Mississippi River. Nahant’s 265 acres of wetland,  
    prairies, and woodlands are home to hundreds of species of    
    plants and animals, including several that are threatened or   
    endangered. 

• Continuing research efforts at Nahant Marsh, which allow Na 
    hant staff to make improvements and continue to use the best   
    practices for natural resource management. 

FRIENDS OF NAHANT MARSH 
 

The Friends of Nahant Marsh is a group of devoted and loyal 
volunteers who support the mission of Nahant Marsh through 
continued volunteer service. 

If you enjoy Nahant Marsh, you may wish to consider joining 
the Friends of Nahant Marsh (FNM), a non-profit organiza-
tion filled with dedicated individuals who donate time and 
energy to raise money, help at community events, and restore 
the Marsh. The Friends of Nahant Marsh also staff the educa-
tion center every Saturday. 

If you would like to donate your time and energy, we will 
gladly welcome you! To become a Friends member, contact 
Amy at aloving@eicc.edu or 563.336.3373.  

 
President– Jolinda Burr 
Vice-President– Julie Malake 
Secretary– Terry Collins 
Treasurer– Curtis Lundy 
 

Lynn Abel, Jane Broughton, Bob Bryant, Arnie Christian, Sheri 
Colman, Larry Flathman, Amy Groskopf, Kathy Lenaghan, Kathy 
Nice, Darren Speth, Sherry Staub, Kent Turner, Britt Vickstrom, 
Jack Wiley.  

CELEBRATE YOUR BIRTHDAY AT NAHANT MARSH 
 

Birthday parties at Nahant March Education Center are a 
memorable way to celebrate the occasion!  
 

Two-hour long parties are offered most Saturdays from 1-3 p.m. 
for up to 15 children. Birthday parties at Nahant Marsh are ap-
propriate for children ages 3 years and older.  
 

ROOM RENTAL ONLY: $80 for 2-hour private parties will be 
held in our new addition during normally-scheduled business 
hours. The addition has two accessible restrooms, AV equip-
ment, and tables and chairs that you are able to arrange ac-
cording to your needs.  
 

ROOM AND NATURALIST: $120 for 2 hours. For an addition-
al $40, you may schedule a naturalist to lead a nature pro-
gram that is both age and seasonally appropriate. Programs 
will be done during the first half of the party, and may last up 
to 1 hour.  
 

Both options allow you to bring in your own peanut-free food, 
cake, presents, and games. We recommend that you call at least 
two months in advance to secure your preferred date. Parties 
must be scheduled at least one month in advance, and a signed 
contract and 50%  deposit is due at the time. 
 

To schedule, contact Amy at aloving@eicc.edu or 563.336.3373.  
More information is available at: www.nahantmarsh.org/facility-
rental. 
 
 



EDUCATION CENTER HOURS: Monday through Friday from 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. and 

Saturday from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 
 

PRESERVE HOURS: Open daily from sunrise to sunset. 
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MAP YOUR ADVENTURE 

 

GUIDED  
HIKES 

 

April 1, 2017 at 10 a.m. 

May 6, 2017 at 10 a.m. 

June 3, 2017 at 10 a.m. 

July 1, 2017 at 10 a.m. 

 

   

 

 

 

 


