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Image description: a family enjoying the 2017
Monarch Release Party in September. Photo
by Julie Malake.
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ABOUT NAHANT MARSH
Mark your calendar for our next Xstream Cleanup Event
Saturday, October 21
From 9-11:30 a.m.
LOCATION:
4220 Wapello Avenue
Davenport, IA 52802

563.336.3370
nahantmarsh@eicc.edu

www.nahantmarsh.org
STAFF DIRECTORY
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Fairmount Pines Cemetery
3902 Rockingham Road
Davenport, IA 52802

HELP WITH:
• Brush Removal
• Seed Harvesting
• Seed Cleaning and Sorting

Bring your own leather gloves, or we will provide cloth ones for you.

Brian Ritter
britter@eicc.edu • 563.336.3372

Register with Brian: britter@eicc.edu.

NATURAL RESOURCES MANAGER

Jevonnah Prashaw
jmprashaw@eicc.edu • 563.336.3370

#nahantmarshiowa

EDUCATION COORDINATOR

Amy Loving
aloving@eicc.edu • 563.336.3373
PROGRAM SPECIALIST/NATURALIST

Liz Schramm
eschramm@eicc.edu • 563.336.3374
MARKETING & EVENTS COORDINATOR

Lindsey Kennedy
lmkennedy@eicc.edu • 563.336.3374
AMERICORPS EDUCATORS • 563.336.3370

•Jenna Skopek
•Kinsey Edmonds
•Eric Shershen
EDUCATION ASSISTANT

•Joslynn Fultz
NATURAL RESOURCES TECHNICIANS

•Kory Darnall
•Zach Strong
•Madeline Kull

Nahant Marsh preserve is one of the largest urban wetlands on the
Upper Mississippi River. It is comprised of marshy areas; mesic, wet
and sand prairie; and bottomland forest. A spring-fed quarry, known
as Carp Lake, and the surrounding grounds, are part of the Nahant
Marsh preserve as well. The 265-acre preserve is owned by the city of
Davenport and the Nahant Marsh Board, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit
organization. Conservation and restoration efforts on the preserve are
directed by the Nahant Board. The educational programming is
overseen by Eastern Iowa Community Colleges (EICC). EICC’s
Advanced Technology Environmental and Energy Center (ATEEC) is
also a critical part of Nahant Marsh.
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UNITED WAY’S DAY OF CARING
by Brian Ritter, Executive Director

On September 20 and 21, 2017 Nahant Marsh partnered with nearly 100 volunteers from Deere and Co., Eastern
Iowa Community Colleges, the Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation, and the Friends of Nahant Marsh for the United
Way Day of Caring. This was the first time that Nahant Marsh has been a work site for the Day of Caring and we
look forward to continuing the partnership in the future.

Despite having over 5 inches of rain in the early hours of
September 21 (more rain than we had for the entire 2 months prior
combined), volunteers were able to make the most of the day and
complete several projects around the preserve. We would not have
been able to complete many of these projects without these
volunteers.

A group of Deere volunteers constructed a raised flower bed near
the entrance that will be planted with native wildflowers this
spring. Deere and Friends of Nahant Marsh volunteers also
repaired the dock boardwalk and raised the lower section of the
boardwalk by about a foot. This will help to keep the dock
Repairing the boardwalk (above) and cleaning harvested
native prairie seeds (below).

accessible during floods while making the marsh safe and
accessible to visitors.

Volunteers from Eastern Iowa Community Colleges, Iowa Natural
Heritage Foundation, and Deere also harvested and cleaned several
pounds of native prairie seed. The seed will be used for future
restoration projects around the preserve and will help to save
money on future seed purchases. And finally, some volunteers
helped to pick up trash along the river and near the preserve.

A Big Thank You to United Way of the Quad Cities, Deere and Co.,
and INHF, Friends of Nahant Marsh, and Eastern Iowa Community
Colleges for making our first Day of Caring a tremendous success!
Help from our friends and partners make Nahant Marsh possible.
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WITH APPRECIATION
CORPORATE SPONSORS

GENERAL ASPHALT
Construction Company
PARTNERS

GRANTS

NEW DONATIONS
MATERIAL
Jolinda Burr
Miller Trucking and Excavating
Mark Ruhs

MONETARY
John Conley
Diane Strain
Kent Turner

2017 Birdies for charity
Jerome Bald
Barbara Biggs
Paul Brown

Jolinda Burr

Brian Ritter

Laurel Davis

Rosemary Romine

Candace Egger

Beth Rupe

Nancy Flaherty

Hugh Stafford

General Asphalt Construction

Sue Staley

Max and Jacki Guinn

Sherry Staub

Dave and Peg Iglehart

Mary Ann Stoffel

Kelly Janoski

Pat Tandy

Linwood Mining and Minerals Corp

Sue and Bob Thoresen

Curtis Lundy

Brian Tugana

Tim Murphy

Kent Turner

Randy Pribyl

Dana Waterman: Hubbell-Waterman

David Quinn

Cal and Jill Werner

Rosemary Romine

Michael Wiese

Nahant Marsh Newsletter

Vo lume 11, Iss u e 4

Page 5

BUILDING A FLOATING ISLAND AT CARP LAKE
by Jevonnah Prashaw, Natural Resources Manager
Floating wetlands are an innovative tool designed to help naturally improve pond water quality. They do not have an
immediate effect on the contaminants, but can be a great addition to a long-term management plan.
The floating mesh structures, in which wetland vegetation is planted, are made with recycled plastics and anchored in the
water. This allows for enough saturation for the roots to grow down into the water and absorb the nutrients and contaminates. The structure is thick enough that if the roots grow through the mesh and into the water, there will still be plenty of
root left in the mesh to survive event if the ends are eaten by aquatic life. These floating islands also have other wildlife
benefits as well, including a natural-looking basking area for turtles.
The floating island installed at Carp Lake this summer was supported in part by Scott County Regional Authority and
Floating Islands International in affiliation with the city of Davenport and River Action.
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SUMMER RESEARCH POSTER SESSIONS
by Liz Schramm, Program Specialist/Naturalist
Eight students participating in summer research projects here at the
Marsh presented their findings in a public poster session on August 16.
In addition to giving them experience in a field research setting, students
honed their presentation and public speaking skills.
LSAMP IINSPIRE is an alliance among sixteen colleges and universities to
broaden the participation of under-represented minorities in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics
(STEM) education in the Midwest.

2017 SUMMER LSAMP RESEARCHERS
Rachel Carera • Augustana College
Jose Carranza • Muscatine Community College
Wage Miller • Iowa State University
Clare Murcia • Scott Community College
Kayelyn Pohl • Scott Community College
Travis Pulse • Augustana College
Amanda Sands • Scott Community College
Dustin Sierra • Scott Community College

SUMMER CAMP SUCCESS!
by Jenna Skopek, AmeriCorps Naturalist
“What did you do this summer?” is the age-old, back-to-school question asked by many teachers and students as children
begin to fill bus stops, playgrounds, and school hallways. Thanks to the help of our Nahant Marsh Friends Group and Nahant Marsh Education staff, Nahant campers ages 3-10 were able to answer, “We explored nature at Nahant Marsh!” This
summer, we hosted four camps for a variety of ages. Turtles for Tots, ages 3-5; Marsh Stompers, ages 8-9; Nature Art
Camp, ages 8-12; and Nature Adventure Camp, ages 7-10. Nature Adventure Camp was a week-long camp in which we
were able to explore the Maquoketa Caves, the reptiles and other living things that make up our ecosystem, and plants at
the Quad City Botanical Center.
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FALL LIFE AT NAHANT MARSH
by Kinsey Nielsen, AmeriCorps Naturalist
Nahant Marsh is a unique sight in the fall. The leaves are
beginning to change color, goldenrod is in full bloom, and we
are starting off the fall with a large amount of rain! The water
was quite low for the second half of the summer, making it a
haven for shorebirds who love the shallow water. Great Blue
Herons, Great Egrets, Wilson’s Snipe, and more are in full
abundance at the marsh feasting on fish and invertebrates.
Migration is beginning and we expect to see many species of
ducks using the marsh as a resting site on their journey south.
Muskrats are building their homes with cattails to get ready
Muskrat building a home underneath the floating dock.
Photo by Kinsey Nielsen.

for colder weather to come. In the prairies, we are
seeing an array of flowers from New England aster,
goldenrod, and boneset providing food for many of our
pollinators. Towering big bluestem, Indian grass, and switch
grass create quite a show in the tall grass prairie. Come on
over and see the ever-changing landscape at the marsh!

UPCOMING ADULT PROGRAMS
BREAKFAST NATURE CLUB
Monthly on the first Friday from 8‐9 a.m. Learn the secret life of Iowa’s wildlife during this monthly class at Nahant Marsh. A con nental break‐
fast with coﬀee, juice, and tea is included in the fee. Feel free to bring your own coﬀee mug or travel container.
Cost: $5 Member, $10 Guest
November 3: Small Mammals
Learn about the secret life of small mammals and why these little critters are so vital to our ecosystems.
December 1: Skull Study
Discover fascinating facts about animals by studying our collection of skulls. Participants will learn how to identify skulls by assessing their
size, shape, and teeth.
SATURDAY ADULT PROGRAMS
Not able to a end Breakfast Nature Club? Join us instead on the third Saturday of the month from 10‐11 a.m. Programs will not be held in
October or December.
Cost: $5 Member, $10 Guest
November 18: Woodpeckers
Explore the amazing world of woodpeckers. Participants will learn about their adaptations, life cycles, and how to identify and attract the
species that are found in our local area.
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UPCOMING FAMILY AND YOUTH PROGRAMS
FaMILY-friendly weekend programs
Monthly on the second Saturday from 10‐11 a.m.
Cost: $3 Member, $6 Guest. There is no fee for adults accompanying
children. This program is geared toward school‐age children, but
adults are welcome.
October 14: Trees & Leaves
Trees provide so many benefits to people and to wildlife. Grab your
family and join us to learn tips and tricks on how to identify leaves
and trees.
November 11: Skull Study
Discover fascinating facts about animals by studying our collection
of skulls. In this family-friendly program, participants will learn
how to identify skulls by assessing their size, shape, and teeth.
TODDLER TALES (Ages 3-5)
Monthly on the second Tuesday from either 10‐11 a.m. OR 2‐3p.m.
Cost: $3 Member, $5 Guest
October 10: Owls
Owls are incredible creatures; they have great eyesight even at
night and can fly in almost complete silence. We are going to read
about owls and then look at the owls found in our nature center.
HOMESCHOOL (GRADES K-9)
Monthly on the last Friday from 2:30‐4 p.m.
Cost: $6 Member, $8 Guest
October 27: Bats
Students will learn about the
only mammal that flies and
how they manage to catch
their food at night. We will
identify different species of
bats and learn why they are so
important to humans.
November 17: Pelicans
Students will explore what
caused the decline in pelican
population and learn more about the
adaptations of these social birds that call Iowa
wetlands home during the summer. They will also learn about other migratory birds that take a rest at Nahant Marsh during their
migration.
December 15: Coyotes
Students will learn about coyote’s ability to adapt to urbanization.
They will also explore and identify tracks and scat left behind from
coyotes and their prey.

Pre-registration for programs is strongly recommended. Register
online at www.nahantmarsh.org/events or by phone at

563.336.3370.

Enjoy programs at Nahant Marsh? Get a membership to
receive up to 50% off most programs and events. Sign up
online at www.nahantmarsh.org/membership.
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FROG RESCUE AND MORTALITY AT PRINCETON
MARSH WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA
by Kelly J. McKay, Contributing Writer
While birding at the Princeton Marsh Wildlife Management Area (Scott County) on 8 July, I discovered a large
number of half-grown frog metamorphs in the pump pit of the water control structure. These frogs were trapped
since the openings to both the river and marsh were closed, and the water level in the pit was six feet below the
surface. The walls of the pit were smooth concrete making it impossible for the frogs to climb out of this trap. As a
result, they were forced to swim constantly being unable to get out of the water and rest. Eventually I believe the
frogs began tiring and drowning, since I could see that a large number were already dead. The entire pit was c4
overed by a heavy metal grating which was bolted into the concrete, making it impossible to access the pit and
rescue the survivors. However, a
3-4 inch gap in the grating allowed
me to drop a couple of small logs
into the pit which I believed would
allow the surviving frogs to get out
of the water and rest.

I returned the next day with a long
handled aquatic sampling net to
attempt a rescue of the remaining
Figure 1. Some of the dead frogs recovered from the water control structure at Princeton Marsh.
Photo by Kelly J. McKay.

live frogs. I was amazed to find the
two small logs I had dropped in the

day before were now covered in frogs, sometimes two or three high! I spent the rest of the day recovering a large
number of the dead (Figure 1) and rescuing as many survivors as possible. I placed the rescued frogs in a bucket
until I had 50-75 individuals (Figure 2), then I carried them down to the marsh wetlands and released them. The
vast majority of both dead and live frogs were Northern Leopard Frogs (Lithobates pipiens), with very small numbers of Green Frogs (Lithobates clamitans) and Bullfrogs (Lithobates catesbeianus).

The next day (10 July) I called Bruce Ehresman (Iowa DNR) to tell him about the situation. Bruce was deeply
concerned and said he would contact the regional biologist (Kurt Kemmerer) to inform him. Meanwhile, I spent
three more days (12, 15, and 20 July) rescuing the remaining trapped frogs and a single large Garter Snake
(Thamnophis sirtalis). Additionally, on 12 July I also rescued approximately 2,500 young Bullheads (Ameiurus sp.),
500 various other young fish and minnows, as well as 3,000-4,000 very small unidentified tadpoles from two
water flow tubes connecting the north and south marsh units. However, since there was water flow through these
tubes, I am not certain that these animals were actually trapped.
(continued on page 10)

Nahant Marsh Newsletter

Vo lume 11, Iss u e 4

Page 10

(continued) FROG RESCUE AND MORTALITY AT
PRINCETON MARSH WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA
by Kelly J. McKay, Contributing Writer
Overall, I spent five days (nearly 30 hours) rescuing 622
young frogs and recovering 761 dead individuals. I met
one of the DNR managers for the site at the water control
structure on 20 July. We talked about what could be done
to prevent this from re-occurring. However, since we are
unsure how the frogs became trapped to begin with, a
remedy was not clear. Furthermore, since virtually all of the
surviving frogs were now rescued, the immediate situation
was over. Nevertheless, a re-occurrence in the future is
certainly possible since the DNR personnel responsible for
managing this site are stationed more than an hour away in
Jackson County at the Green Island Wildlife Management
Area. Severe budget cuts to the DNR means staff can make
Figure 2. Some of the live frogs rescued from the water control
structure at Princeton Marsh. Photo by Kelly J. McKay.

far fewer trips to the various sites they are responsible for
managing.

As natural resource agency budgets are slashed and gutted at the federal, state, and county levels, indirect negative
impacts to our natural resources may become more commonplace. With frog and toad populations precipitously
declining around the world, incidents like this are extremely serious. What we do not know is how widespread of
a problem this is at water control structures on federal, state, and private lands throughout the Midwest. If this
incident is the rule and not the exception, we may be talking about several hundred thousand frogs a year in
jeopardy! In closing, I would like to make a plea for everyone to be vigilant when you are at your favorite natural
area that contains water control structures. In today’s political climate and the all-out assault we are witnessing
against our environment, I truly believe the citizenry is going to have to take a more active role in monitoring and
safeguarding our precious natural resources and environment.

Nahant Marsh Education Center is a nonprofit 501(c)(3)
education agency. As such, many services provided by
Nahant Marsh rely heavily on donations from generous
folks like you!

Please consider adding #givingtuesday
to your holiday traditions.

CONFERENCE AT-A-GLANCE
• 180 a endees
• 37 sponsors
• 37 sponsors
• Pre‐conference workshops on monarch ci zen science, and
bu erfly iden fica on and wildflower iden fica on, and
invasive species management
• $4,286 awarded in grant programs to three projects:
Franklin Elementary School, Davenport North High School,
and Girl Scouts of Eastern Iowa & Western Illinois
• Keynote address by Dr. Douglas Tallamy, author of “Bringing
Nature Home”
• Post‐conference workshops at Wallace’s Garden Center and
on the rusty patched bumble bee

If you missed it, download presentations and select handouts at:

www.qcpollinatorconference.org
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GET INVOLVED
OUR 2017 MEMBERS

“ADOPT” AN ANIMAL

Anne Basken
Linda Baxley
Holly Berkey
Barbara Biggs
Bernadene Bowles
Rebecca Briesmoore and Theresa Bries
Dan Byer
Alana Callender
Carla Chapman
Michelle Chavez
Andrew Craig
J Hobart Darbyshire
Gary Dembicki
Melonee Docherty
Olivia Dorothy
Loretta Gamble
Trey and Claire Gordon
Chelsea Haley
Patricia Halverson
Andrew Karrer
Dave Kinney
Jennifer Korch
Claire Kovacs
Stephen Leese
Julie Lindbeck (Gifted from Chistopher Swanson)
Curtis Lundy
David McCoy
Tim Murphy
Gail Paarmann-Nikulski
Lori Parker
Michael Rieck
Laurie Rohner
James Samalon
Eric Schumann
Carey Smysor
Hugh Stafford
Brian Tugana
Britt Vickstrom
Patrick Walton
Ann Werner
Jo Ann Whitmore

You can help support the Nahant
Marsh Education Center’s mission
to educate the public about the
wonders of the natural world by
sponsoring one of our resident
animals through our “Adopt”
-an-Animal program. Your $75
“adoption” donation is tax
deductible.

Sarah McVey (with Porky), Lizzie McVey
(with Captain), and Hannah McVey
(with Squirtle). Photo by Kinsey Nielsen.

Nahant Marsh’s Animal
Ambassadors represent native
species of Iowa’s wildlife. They provide unforgettable hands-on experiences for visitors of all ages. As an ambassador, these animals
represent their species allowing our education staff to educate the
public about them.
See a staff member for more information, or sign up today at
www.nahantmarsh.org/adopt-an-animal.
2017 ANIMAL AMBASSADOR SPONSORS

The Lamb girls adopted Bob, the three-toed box turtle.
Mark and Lisa Cleve adopted Captain, the Blanding's turtle.
Lizzie McVey adopted Captain, the Blanding's turtle.
Grayer, Olive, and Talon Pruitt adopted Ethel, the red-eared slider.
Girl Scout Troop 5299 adopted George, the three-toed box turtle.
Lydia Rohner adopted Leia, the ornate box turtle.
Terry Collins adopted Pancake, the spiny softshell turtle.
Patti Holmlund adopted Pancake, the spiny softshell turtle.
The Wille and Rakus Families adopted Picasso, the painted turtle.
Sarah McVey adopted Porky, the hognose snake.
Kyah and Kile Johnson and Marte McKinnery adopted Rizzo, the black rat snake.
Guthrie, Laithe, Juniper, and Cort adopted Rizzo, the black rat snake.
Shirley Horstmann adopted Rocky, the bull snake.
Britt Vickstrom adopted Sid, the common musk turtle.
HannahMcVey adopted Squirtle, the ornate box turtle.
Bridgette, Kailin, and Sadie adopted Sunny, the fox snake.
Rescued in Moline adopted Tigger, the tiger salamander.

Animals in need of adoption
George, the three-toed box turtle.
Micheline, the three-toed box turtle.
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KIDS KORNER: USING YOUR SENSES
There are many ways to enjoy nature at Nahant Marsh,
especially in the fall! Below are two ideas to try.

ACTIVITIES

MATCH NATURE’S COLORS

If you have leftover paint chips from a home improvement
project, try to match the colors on them with something in
nature. You can also make your own “color chips” using
crayons or colored pencils on index cards.
How many different shades of green or brown can you find?
Can you see all the colors of the rainbow? This is a great way
to get kids and adults to look more closely and really pay attention to what they are seeing.
Make a Sound Map

Find a spot in nature where you can sit for a moment and
relax. Close your eyes and listen – what sounds do you hear?
Imagine your ears can hear in a giant circle around them.
On a piece of paper, mark an X in the center. Write a symbol
describing the sound of a bird or the wind, in the direction
you hear it. I’ve led this activity for both children and adults,
and we are always amazed at what we hear when we truly
listen. I like to use a 5x7 index card or a small clipboard with
paper. Colored pencils or crayons can be used to draw a
symbol or write words describing the sounds around us.
From: “11 Fun Ideas for Exploring Nature with Kids.” Accessed at
https://www.parentmap.com/article/11-fun-ideas-for-exploring-nature-with-kids.

Thank you to everyone who attended the 2017 monarch release party!
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MAP YOUR ADVENTURE

EDUCATION CENTER HOURS: Monday through Friday from 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. and
Saturday from 9 a.m.-Noon.
PRESERVE HOURS: Open daily from sunrise to sunset.

GUIDED
HIKES
October 7, 2017 at 9 a.m.
November 4, 2017 at 9 a.m.
December 2, 2017 at 9 a.m.

EDUCATION CENTER HOURS
Monday through Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and Saturdays from 9 a.m. to Noon.

There is no fee to visit the Education Center, but donations are always appreciated.

PRESERVE HOURS
Open daily from sunrise to sunset. If the main gate is locked, trails are accessible
from the front parking lot. Look for the opening in the fence near the kiosk.

GETTING TO NAHANT MARSH
Nahant Marsh
4220 Wapello Avenue
Davenport, IA 52802
From Davenport, Iowa—Take Highway 22 south (Rockingham Road), turning left on
Wapello Avenue (the last turn before the I-280 overpass).

From Rock Island, Illinois—Take I-280 into Iowa to the Highway 22/ Rockingham Road exit.
Turn right onto Highway 22, and then right onto Wapello Avenue.
Follow Wapello Avenue toward the river. Nahant Marsh will be on the left just before
the railroad crossing.

