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Youth and adults of all ages are
encouraged to attend our annual Spring
Cleanup on April 12. This event is a part of
Global Youth Service
Day, which is the
largest service event
in the world and the
only day of service
dedicated to children
and youth. This year Volunteers cleaning up
we will be picking up near the I-280 bridge.
trash along the
Mississippi River, planting prairie plugs, and
removing invasive species at Nahant. To
register for this event please visit,
www.nahantmarsh.org/event/spring-cleanup.
Nahant will also be a host site for the
annual Garlic Mustard Pull on May 3. Last
year, volunteers pulled 65 bags of garlic
mustard from Nahant Marsh alone. This
provides a huge service to our natural areas.
Garlic mustard is an invasive plant that was
introduced in the 1800s from Europe. It is
highly invasive, and it has been shown that
native herbaceous plants decline in areas
invaded by garlic mustard. To register for this
event please visit,
www.nahantmarsh.org/
event/garlic-mustardchallenge/.

will run June 16-20. The second is for ages
11-14 and will run from July 14-18. Campers
will learn about shelter building, water
purification, edible and medicinal plants, fire
building, and much more all while exploring
the wetlands, woodlands, and prairies of
Nahant Marsh. For more information or to
register visit
www.nahantmarsh.org/event/outdoorsurvival-camp. This camp is a co-operative
between Nahant
Marsh
Education
Center and the
Wapsi River
Environmental
Education
Youth exploring the outdoors
Center.
during a Nahant camp.
Nahant is
also partnering with the Wapsi River
Environmental Education Center and Clinton
County Conservation board to offer
EDIWILD (Educators in the Wild). This
workshop will run June 23-26 and its goal is
to help educators incorporate environmental
education into school curriculum. For more
information or to register visit
www.nahantmarsh.org/event/ediwildeducators-in-the-wild/.

Garlic mustard plant.

Join Us on
Facebook & Twitter

Nahant is
offering two youth camps this summer where
campers will learn valuable skills for surviving
in the outdoors. The first is for ages 7-10 and

Educators
participating in
EDIWILD 2012.
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April Public Programs & Events
Space is limited. Please register online at www.nahantmarsh.org or call 563.323.5196.
Earth Explorers: Urban Water

Spring Sunset Hike

Wednesday, April 2, 4:00-5:00 p.m.

Wednesday, April 9, 6:30-7:30 p.m.

Learn about how the Nahant Marsh and City of Davenport are
affected by spring flooding and how we manage our local
watershed. Ages: 11-14. Cost: $7 for non-members, $5 for
members.

Explore the Marsh at dusk when the
wildlife are abundant. Sunsets at
Nahant are truly a masterpiece
painted by Mother Earth. The hike
will include the history of Nahant
Marsh and information on the flora
and fauna found at the preserve.
Participants are encouraged to bring a camera. The trails are on
flat terrain, making this guided hike perfect for everyone. Cost:
$7 for non-members, $5 for members.

Breakfast with Birds: Warblers

Friday, April 4, 8:00-9:00 a.m.
Join us for an informative breakfast about
our feathered friends. We will meet the first
Friday of every month beginning in
October and continuing until Spring. $5
cost will include the presentation, breakfast,
coffee, and juice.

Volunteer Service Day

Saturday, April 5, 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.
Join the Friends of Nahant as they work on various projects
around the Marsh. Grab a group of friends or the whole
family! Some projects may require heavy duty work, while
others are light duty. Projects vary depending on season and
need. Walk-in’s are welcome; if you plan to bring a large group,
please call 563.323.5196.

Toddler Tales: Urban Animals

Tuesday, April 8, 10:00-11:00 a.m. & 2:00-3:00 p.m.
Many people live in large cities and Nahant is considered an
urban wetland, so we are going to learn about the animals that
have learned to survive in our cities! Ages: 3-5 with
accompanying adult. Cost: $5 for non-members, $3 for
members.

Muddy Boots: Water Quality Testing

Wednesday, April 9, 4:00-5:00 p.m.
Participants will learn how to use a water testing kit to test for
chemicals the water. They will learn what each test is and how
it is used to determine the water quality for the Marsh. Ages: 610. Cost: $7 for non-members, $5 for members.

Spring Sunrise Hike

Saturday, April 12, 6:00-7:00 a.m.
Explore the Marsh at dawn when the wildlife is abundant.
Sunrises at Nahant are truly a masterpiece painted by Mother
Earth. The hike will include the history of Nahant Marsh and
information on the flora and fauna found at the preserve.
Participants are encouraged to bring a camera. The trails are on
flat terrain, making this guided hike perfect for everyone. Cost:
$7 for non-members, $5 for members.

Spring Cleanup

Saturday, April 12, 8:30-11:30 a.m.
Grab your family and
friends and help clean up
Nahant Marsh and the
river banks. Volunteers
have the option of
registering for either
light-duty or heavy-duty
projects. Light-duty will include planting and invasive species
removal. Participants who sign up for heavy-duty will remove
debris from roadways, ditches, and river banks. For more
information or to register your group, go to nahantmarsh.org
or call 563.323.5196.

Earth Explorers: Recycling Resources

Wednesday, April 16, 4:00-5:00 p.m.
Come celebrate Earth Day and learn about ways we can reuse
and recycle different materials. Ages: 11-14. Cost: $7 for nonmembers, $5 for members.
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April & May Public Programs & Events
Space is limited. Please register online at www.nahantmarsh.org or call 563.323.5196.
Muddy Boots: Eco-Art Kits

Earth Explorers: Insect Habitats

Wednesday, April 23, 4:00-5:00 p.m.

Wednesday, May 14, 4:00-5:00 p.m.

Create your own eco-art kit filled with all sorts of art tools.
Bring a shoebox. Ages: 6-10. Cost: $7 for non-members, $5 for
members.

Help us create Nahant’s first insect hotel and learn about insect
homes! Ages: 11-14. Cost: $7 for non-members, $5 for
members.

Homeschool: Bees & Mushrooms

Targeted Grazing in Iowa: Field Training

Friday, April 25, 2:30-4:00 p.m.

Friday, May 16, 1:00-4:00 p.m.

Students will learn about bees and mushrooms. We will go out
to investigate and make observations. We will report our data
to the Discover Life Bee Hunt and the Mushroom Observer. Grades:
K-8. Cost: $6 per youth.

Topics will include: targeted
grazing theory and research,
developing and implementing a
grazing strategy, goat care, what to
do in emergencies, electric fencing,
and hands-on application. Cost:
$10 for non-members and $7 for
members.

Earth Explorers: Clean Planet

Wednesday, April 30, 4:00-5:00 p.m.
Explore how different sources of pollution
impact our environment. Ages: 11-14. Cost:
$7 for non-members, $5 for members.

Friends of Nahant Meeting

Wednesday, April 30, 6:00-7:00 p.m.

Muddy Boots: Marsh Stomp

Wednesday, May 21, 4:00-5:00 p.m.
Take a hike around Nahant and learn about wetlands and the
history of the preserve. Ages: 6-10. Cost: $7 for non-members,
$5 for members.

Join the Friends of Nahant at their monthly meeting. Learn
about the group and how you can get more involved at Nahant
Marsh.

Earth Explorers: The Nature of Storms

Volunteer Service Day

Learn how to forecast storms using scientific weather
experiments. Ages: 11-14. Cost: $7 for non-members, $5 for
members.

Saturday, May 3, 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.
Join the Friends of Nahant as they work on various projects
around the Marsh. Grab a group of friends or the whole
family! Some projects may require heavy duty work, while
others are light duty. Projects vary depending on season and
need. Walk-in’s are welcome; if you plan to bring a large group,
please call 563.323.5196.

Muddy Boots: Snakes of Iowa

Wednesday, May 7, 4:00-5:00 p.m.
Come learn about the snakes that call Iowa home. This
program includes live snakes! Ages: 6-10. Cost: $7 for nonmembers, $5 for members.

Toddler Tales: Gardening

Tuesday, May 13, 10:00-11:00 a.m. & 2:00-3:00 p.m.
We are going to read about Little Groundhog and how he
grows his garden! Ages: 3-5 with accompanying adult. Cost $5
for non-members, $3 for members.

Wednesday, May 28, 4:00-5:00 p.m.

Friends of Nahant Meeting

Wednesday, May 28, 6:00-7:00 p.m.
Join the Friends of Nahant at their monthly meeting. Learn
about the group and how you can get more involved at Nahant
Marsh.

Homeschool: Frog Watch

Friday, May 30, 2:30-4:00 p.m.
Students will learn about the frogs
found here at Nahant and ways to
identify them. They will then go
out and try to identify frogs in the
Marsh and how to record data to
the Frog Watch USA. Grades: K8th. Cost: $6 per youth.
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June Public Programs & Events
Space is limited. Please register online at www.nahantmarsh.org or call 563.323.5196.
Muddy Boots: Soil Scientist

Muddy Boots: Mississippi River Bike Ride

Wednesday, June 4, 4:00-5:00 p.m.

Wednesday, June 18, 4:00-5:00 p.m.

Get dirty and discover soil in a whole new way! Ages: 6-10.
Cost: $7 for non-members, $5 for members.

Take a guided bike tour across the bike bridge
to Credit Island. Bring your own bike. Bikes
are available on a reserved basis. Pick up at
Credit Island. Ages: 6-10. Cost: $7 for nonmembers, $5 for members.

Volunteer Service Day

Saturday, June 7, 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.
Join the Friends of Nahant as they work on various projects
around the Marsh. Grab a group of friends or the whole family!
Some projects may require heavy duty work, while others are
light duty. Projects vary depending on season and need. Walkin’s are welcome; if you plan to bring a large group, please call
563.323.5196.

Toddler Tales: Nature’s Shapes

Tuesday, June 10, 10:00-11:00 a.m. & 2:00-3:00 p.m.
We are going to read about shapes found in
nature and then go out and find our own!
Ages: 3-5 with accompanying adult. Cost:
$5 for non-members, $3 for members.

Earth Explorers: Fish Biologists

Wednesday, June 11, 4:00-5:00 p.m.
Join us in gathering information about our fish species living in
Nahant Marsh! Ages: 11-14. Cost: $7 for non-members, $5 for
members.

Beginner Outdoor Survival Camp

Monday, June 16-June 20, 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Get close with nature by learning
valuable skills on how to survive and
thrive outdoors. Campers will explore
the wetlands, woodlands, and prairies as
they discover more about shelter
building, water purification, preparing
food, edible and medicinal plants, fire
building, and much more. Campers will
learn team building skills as they work
together. This camp will foster self-confidence, environmental
stewardship, and build connections with nature. Ages: 7-10.
Cost: TBA.

EDIWILD: Educators in the Wild

Monday, June 23-Thursday, June 26
EDIWILD is a 4-day workshop to facilitate the incorporation
of environmental education into the school curriculum. The
course will use an interdisciplinary approach of teaching and
will emphasize local natural resources, environmental
stewardship, and conservation practices. Participants must
register by contacting the Nahant Marsh Education Center. To
receive re-licensure or Drake credits, participants must register
with the Mississippi Bend Area Education Agency. Cost: TBA.

Earth Explorers: Native Prairies

Wednesday, June 25, 4:00-5:00 p.m.
Discover the diversity of prairie plants and animals with catch
and release activities. Ages: 11-14. Cost: $7 for non-members,
$5 for members.

Friends of Nahant Meeting

Wednesday, June 25, 6:00-7:00 p.m.
Join the Friends of Nahant at their monthly meeting. Learn
about the group and how you can get more involved at Nahant
Marsh.

Edible & Medicinal Plants

Saturday, June 28, 11:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
Explore the benefits of Iowa’s
native plants and their edible and
medicinal uses. Participants will
learn about past uses of these
plants and how they are still used
today. The program will include a
guided hike, wild edible lunch,
and recipes. Dress for the
weather; rubber boots or sturdy
shoes are recommended. Register early. Space is limited. Cost:
$15 for non-members and $12 for members.
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Summer Research Positions at Nahant
By: Victoria Green
Nahant is looking for graduating high school seniors and
college students to participate in summer research projects.
Past research projects include turtle
monitoring, goat grazing studies,
and wildlife monitoring using trail
cameras. Possible research projects
for the 2014 season include frog
call monitoring, investigating water
quality and hydrology of the Marsh,
and a study seeking to clarify the
Jaelin examines a
effect of beavers on the forests of Blanding’s Turtle during
his research position at
Nahant. Students are welcome to
submit project ideas for this highly Nahant Marsh.
student-driven program. The
nature of this experience is largely hands-on and students can
expect to get dirty! By participating in research projects you
can help the managers of Nahant Marsh make informed
decisions for managing Nahant’s biodiversity. Students that
meet the criteria for full participation are compensated at an
hourly rate, and any publications that may arise from this
program can be listed on a resume. This program is sponsored
by the Louis Stokes Alliance for Minority Participation
IINSPIRE network, which consists of sixteen two and fouryear colleges and universities.

All graduating high school seniors and current college
students are welcome to participate, but in order to receive
compensation the following criteria must be met:






United States citizen or permanent resident
College GPA of 2.5 or high school GPA of 2.7
Major in a science, technology, engineering, or
mathematics (STEM) discipline at a participating college
or university
Member of an underrepresented group in STEM,
including Black or African-Americans, Alaskan Natives,
American Indians, Hispanic Americans, Native Hawaiians,
and Native Pacific Islanders

For more information or to apply,
contact Victoria Green at
vgreen@live.eicc.edu or Carina
Appleyard-Easley at ceasleyappleyard@eicc.edu. More
information about the LSAMP
IINSPIRE alliance can be found
at: www.iinspirelsamp.iastate.edu.

Students assess the effects
of targeted goat grazing on
invasive species found at
Nahant Marsh.

AmeriCorps at Nahant
By: Elizabeth Schramm
Nahant has had AmeriCorps teams volunteer since 2000 and full
-time AmeriCorps staff since 2011. This year AmeriCorps is
celebrating its 20th Anniversary. Since the start of the program, more
than 820,000 men and women have served more than 1 billion hours
helping to improve the lives of countless Americans. AmeriCorps
members serve in various locations across the country and make an
impact on critical issues such as
preserving the environment,
poverty, rebuilding after disasters,
improving schools, health services,
and supporting veterans and military
families.
AmeriCorps is broken into

AmeriCorps NCCC members three different programs. The first is
remove invasive dogwoods
along one of Nahant’s trails. the AmeriCorps State and National,
which supports a broad range of

local service programs. Three of Nahant’s
staff are a part of this branch. AmeriCorps
VISTA members focus on fighting poverty.
They provide full-time members to
community organizations and public
agencies to create and expand programs in Nahant’s current
order to help bring low-income individuals AmeriCorps State and
and communities out of poverty. Finally,
National members; Liz,
Veronika, and Carina.
there is AmeriCorps NCCC. This is the
National Civilian Community Corps, which
is a full-time residential program for men and women ages 18-24.
AmeriCorps NCCC brings teams out to Nahant a few times a year to
help with various projects. The AmeriCorps programs provide a wide
range of opportunities at various locations. To learn more, visit
www.nationalservice.gov/programs/americorps.
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American Bullfrogs (Rana catesbeiana)
By: Carina Easley-Appleyard
The American bullfrog is a member of the family Ranidae, or
“true frogs”, and is native to North America. Bullfrogs can be
found in freshwater ponds, rivers, lakes, and marshes with shallow,
slow moving water
throughout much of the
United States. They have
also been introduced into
parts of southern Europe,
South America, and Asia.
Bullfrogs are commonly
found in human-modified
landscapes. With higher
water temperatures and
Current distribution of American
more aquatic vegetation,
bullfrog populations in the U.S.
these areas provide suitable
habitat for the frogs’ growth,
reproduction, and predator avoidance.
American bullfrogs are the largest North American frog
weighing up to 1.5 pounds (680 grams) and measuring up to 8
inches (20 cm) in length. Female bullfrogs are slightly larger than
males. Bullfrogs are green or gray-brown with darker spots and a
light-colored underside. They have large, circular eardrums, or
tympanum on either side of their heads. One way to easily
determine the sex of a bullfrog is by comparing the size of its
external eardrums to its eyes. A male bullfrog’s tympanum is much
larger than its eye, where as a female’s is as large or smaller than the
eye. Bullfrogs are capable of leaping 3 to 6 feet (1 to 2 meters).
Male bullfrogs are very territorial and aggressively protect
their territories using calls, displays, jumps, and even wrestling. The

bullfrog was named after the male bullfrog's cow-like, mooing call
that is deep and loud, sounding like “jug-o-rum, jug-o-rum.” This
call can be heard from more than a quarter-mile away.
Their breeding season occurs in May to July in the north and
February to October in the south. Like most amphibians, bullfrogs
undergo metamorphosis during their lifecycle. Females can produce
up to 20,000 eggs in one clutch. Eggs hatch after 3 to 5 days and
tadpoles emerge with gills and a tail.
They remain as tadpoles for up to
three years and adults reach sexual
maturity after an additional two years.
In the wild, bullfrogs live to be 7 to 9
years and have reached a record
lifespan of 16 years in captivity.
Adult female American bullfrog.
Bullfrogs prefer the warm
weather and will hibernate during
the winter by burying themselves in mud. They have a sit and wait
hunting style and eat anything they can fit in their mouth and
swallow. Their diet includes insects, mice, fish, birds, and snakes.
Bullfrogs are also known to be cannibalistic. Many animals prey on
bullfrogs including herons, egrets, kingfishers, turtles, water snakes,
raccoons, and humans. Frog legs are eaten in many cultures around
the world and are even raised commercially to supply various
cultural cuisines. The taste and texture of frog meat has been
described as a cross between chicken and fish.

Many bullfrogs can be seen and heard at Nahant Marsh along
with five other frog species. Nahant currently has one captive
bullfrog living in their animal exhibit.

American Bullfrogs Invade Germany
By: Veronika Cox
Native to North America, the American bullfrog, known in
Germany under the German name Amerikanischer Ochsenfrosch,
made its first appearance in Germany in 1934. Liked by some
people as a delicacy, five American bullfrog breeding pairs were
imported from Philadelphia to start a frog leg breeding farm.
However, only one year later, the breeding farm closed, and all
frogs were killed using shotguns. The rapid reproduction rate of the
bullfrogs seemed unusual to the farm owners.

predators, American bullfrogs have now overtaken wide parts of
Baden-Württemberg and Nordrhein-Westfalen (two states in
Germany) with catastrophic consequences for many of the native
amphibian species. Bullfrog tadpoles are known to excrete certain
toxins, which lead to poor development in tadpoles of native
species. Famous for their ability to eat everything that fits in their
mouth, many adult bullfrogs also prey on native amphibians and
replace them in many wetlands.

In the mid-70s American bullfrogs
became widely available in pet stores
for aquarium enthusiasts. In addition,
advertised as a special enrichment
species for garden ponds at home and
as the perfect solution for mosquito
problems, many people bought
tadpoles and released them in
The American bullfrog in
their garden ponds. With
comparison to the small
high proliferation rates and
waterfrog (Kleiner Wasserfrosch).
the absence of their native

In an attempt to stop further spreading of the American
bullfrog and to eradicate them in some areas, German
conservationists started to patrol the Rheinaue wetlands near
Karlsruhe (Southern Germany), an area heavily infested with
bullfrogs, and shoot them with arrows from their boats. Other
methods used to control populations of bullfrogs include removing
large bullfrog egg accumulations, pumping-out small ponds, and
the use of electro shockers. Some scientists estimate that if
Germany is not successful in keeping the American Bullfrog from
breeding and spreading, future control measures could cost
Germany an estimated amount of 1.2 billion dollars by 2060.
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In Search of the Pink Turtlehead (Chelone obliqua)
By: Bob Bryant
Brian Ritter (Nahant Marsh Education Center Facilititor), while
leading a college Wildlife Management and Habitat Class on a field
trip at Credit Island Park (September 2010), discovered a small
blooming patch of Pink Turtlehead (Chelone obliqua var. speciosa). In
1995, LeRoy Sowl (retired US Fish and Wildlife Service Biologist) and
I found a single Pink Turtlehead at Nahant while we were doing a
plant survey for the acquisition Scott County Sportsman’s
Association Trap and Skeet Range property, which was the first
acquisition of what became the Nahant Marsh Education Center.
Pink turtlehead is a native perennial of the Snapdragon family
(Scrophulariaceae). There are two varieties in the United States.
Variety speciosa is only found in
the Midwest. Variety oblique
is found in the Southeast and
the very lower part of the
Northeast. Other common
names are red turtlehead, rose
turtlehead, shellflower,
snakehead, and turtlehead.
Chelone is Greek for
“tortoise” since the flower
resembles the head of a
Pink turtlehead blooming in the
spring and with seedpods in the fall. tortoise. Obliqua, meaning
“oblique”, is the angle at
which the low rip of the corolla protrudes. Speciosa means “showy”
because of the intense color of the petals.
Pink turtlehead is usually associated with river floodplain forests
and along the edges of lowland marshes and sloughs. It can also
occur along the edges of upland streams wetlands, lakes, ponds, seeps
and in wet disturbed areas including road ditches. Turtlehead grows
well in shade or sun as long as the soil is rich and moist. It grows well
from seed and rhizomes. Plants may grow to 6 feet in height. The
leaves are opposite, serrated, lance shaped leaves about 5 inches long,
and pointed. They bloom from the middle of August through
September. The pink flowers, up to 1.5 inches, are clustered at the tip
of the stem. Even though it is called pink turtlehead, flowers can be
various shades of pink to pinkish-purple. The upper lip is shallowly
two-lobed and arched; the lower is three-lobed with a pale yellow
beard. Green, ovoid, 1/2 inch long seed capsules develop after the
flowers turns brown and splits open releasing the seed. Winter and
early spring is a good time to look for pink turtleheads. While a lot of
other herbaceous vegetation has fallen during the winter, a fair
amount of turtlehead stems with seed heads will remain standing,
making it easier to locate new populations.
Pollination is the result of visits by bees, particularly
bumblebees. Bumblebees are strong enough to force their way into

the flower and it looks likes a turtle
chewing on a bee. Hummingbirds are
also attracted to pink turtleheads.
While looking for pink turtleheads, we
saw hummingbirds, but not at any
flowers. However, a sphinx moth, also
known as the hummingbird moth,
flew in and checked out most of the
20 individual flower heads in one
A sphinx moth eating nectar
colony. It didn’t care that we were
from a pink turtlehead.
there and I got some pictures.
Pink turtlehead is one of Iowa’s rarest flowering plants and
initially was classified as an endangered species. Its presence in the
state is verified by historic (1895 - 1995) collections from 7 counties,
mostly along the Mississippi River (Lee, Des Moines, Muscatine,
Scott, and Clinton). The two
counties not associated with the
Mississippi River are Jefferson (SE
Iowa) and Mitchell (NC Iowa). The
1991 Jefferson County population
disappeared and an observation of
only one plant was observed in
Scott County (1995) and was never
Current distribution of pink
seen again. With the disappearance
turtlehead in Iowa.
of these two populations it was
likely that the species is no longer extant in the state. The
classification was downgraded from endangered to special concern.
In 2010, Guldner’s 1960 population on Credit Island Park
(Davenport, IA) was rediscovered. In 2011, a small population was
discovered in the backwaters area of the Mississippi River at Rock
Creek Park and Marina in Clinton County. In 2013, while surveying a
site along the along the Mississippi River in Bettendorf, Heather
Ballou, a botanizing colleague, spotted dried turtlehead flowering
stocks from 2012. This site had a large population of 1500+ plants
with over 50 small to large colonies. Later in the summer, I located
another site in Bettendorf with 7 small to medium colonies.
In Illinois, Chelone obliqua var. speciosa is found in 28 counties,
including Hancock, Henderson, Rock Island, Henry, and Carroll
counties. The pink turtlehead is listed as an Illinois endangered
species. With recent discoveries, Chelone obligua var. needs to be
reclassified as an Iowa endangered species. Special concern species
are given no special protection under current regulations. Three of
these sites are on public areas associated with the Mississippi River
and in floodplain forests in full to partial shade. They are also subject
to extended flooding and siltation, soil erosion, development, and
competition by invasive plants and natural succession. The regulation
should be changed to state that all rediscovered extirpated native
species automatically receive the same protection as endangered
species.
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Kids Corner: Spring Flowers Word Search

Azalea

Geranium

Magnolia

Anemone

Hawthorn

Orchid

Begonia

Hyacinth

Pansy

Bluebell

Impatiens

Petunia

Cornflower

Iris

Poppy

Crocus

Jasmine

Rose

Daffodil

Jonquil

Snowdrop

Dogwood

Lilac

Spirea

Fresia

Lily

Tulip

Gardenia

Marigold

Zinnia
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Adopt an Animal!
You can help support the Nahant Marsh Education Center's mission to educate the public about the wonders of the natural
world by adopting one of our resident animals through our Adopt an Animal program. Your donation is tax deductible.
Nahant Marsh’s Animal Ambassadors represent native species of Iowa’s wildlife. They provide unforgettable hands-on
experiences for visitors of all ages. As an ambassador, these animals represent their species allowing our education staff to educate
the public about them. All of our animals are on display at the Center and will remain under the permanent care of Nahant staff.
For $75 you can adopt an animal for one year.

Why adopt an animal?
All animals at the Center receive:





Expert care from staff who oversee their daily needs
Special diets to meet their specific needs
Enrichment items to encourage natural behaviors
Regular veterinary check-ups to insure optimal health

Your adoption includes:





A personalized adoption certificate
A beautiful color photo of your animal
A description of its natural and personal history
A recognition plaque in the exhibit gallery

Animal adoptions are valid for one year from the date of processing. Animals may have multiple “adoptive parents” and must
remain under the care of the staff at the Center. You can also support the animals by purchasing items on our Amazon Wishlist
Registry or by making a monetary donation amount of your choice. For more information please visit, www.nahantmarsh.org.

Adopting an animal ambassador of the Nahant Marsh Education Center is a great gift idea!
Animals available for adoption include:

Squirtle
Ornate Box Turtle

Topo
Common Map Turtle

Captain
Blanding’s Turtle

Bob
Three-toed Box Turtle

Ethel
Red-eared Slider Turtle

William Snakspheare
Garter Snake

George
Three-toed Box Turtle

Micheline
Three-toed Box Turtle

Picasso
Painted Turtle

Spike
Snapping Turtle

Foxy
Fox Snake

Kermit
American Bullfrog
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Nahant Marsh Memberships
Help support Nahant Marsh by becoming a member, renewing your membership, or giving a gift membership today! Nahant
Marsh Education Center is a non-profit 501(c)(3) and your membership is tax deductible. All memberships can be purchased
online at www.nahantmarsh.org/membership


Family: $60/year. Basic membership benefits for two named adults (or caregivers) in
the same household and their children under 18 years old.



The Grand Family: $75/year. Basic membership benefits for two named adults (or
caregivers) in the same household and their children under 18 years old, PLUS
grandparents.



Individual: $40/year. All basic membership benefits for one adult.
Senior: $30/year. All basic membership benefits for one senior, 65 or over.

Welcome
New Members!



Student: $25/year. Students must have a valid student ID.



Associate Individual: $75/year. An individual membership with an added gift.



Associate Family: $100/year. A family membership with an added gift.

Sarah Beard



Benefactor: $500/year. Basic membership benefits for two named adults (or

caregivers) in the same household and their children under 18 years old, plus added gifts
and a private tour for up to 10 individuals (by appointment only).

Janet Benischek
Pamela Betcher



Lifetime: $1000+. Basic membership benefits for two named adults (or caregivers) in
the same household and their children under 18 years old, plus an added gift, a private
tour for up to 10 individuals (by appointment only), and a plaque located at Nahant
Marsh.

Ann Marie Campagna
Veronika Cox
Gary Dembicki
Sharon Freedman
Jessica James
Curtis Lundy

All memberships, with the exception of lifetime memberships, expire on December 31 each
year. New members who join June through December enjoy the benefit of a membership
longer than one year; in this situation, expiration occurs during the second December
following the enrollment date.

Shannon Mackey
William McFarland
John Miller
Rachel Nees
Jeremy Pickard
KJ Rebarcak
Carol Spalding
Darrell & Anne Thode
Catherine Weideman
Jim Weisser
Ron &Dana Welser
Joyce & Jack Wiley
Jonathan Wilmshurst

MEMBER BENEFITS:






Discounts on our special events, weekend programs, and youth drop-off programs
Discounts and early announcements to our camp programs
Discounts off Nahant Marsh products
A subscription to our quarterly e-newsletter
An invitation to our members-only events like members-only fishing days at Carp Lake

YOUR MEMBERSHIP SUPPORTS:
 Environmental education programs for over 8,000 children, adults, and families annually.
 The protection and preservation of the largest urban wetland on the upper Mississippi
River. Nahant’s 265 acres of wetland, prairies, and woodlands are home to hundreds of
species of plants and animals, including several that are threatened or endangered.
 Continuing research efforts at Nahant Marsh, which allow Nahant staff to make
improvements and continue to use the best practices for natural resource management.
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A Special Thank You!
The staff of Nahant Marsh would like to thank all of the
individuals and groups that have volunteered, donated,
attended our public programs, became members, or bought
merchandise at Nahant this winter. We would not be where
we are today without all of your support!

TIME
Thank you to all of those that have donated your time at the
Education Center! Members of the AmeriCorps NCCC, Luke
Clayton (Augustana College), John Noftsker (Bettendorf High
School student), Matt Tucker (SCC student) and the Friends
of Nahant Marsh (Lynn Abel, Jane Broughton, Bob Bryant,
Sheri Coleman, Terry Collins, Amy Groskopf, Curtis Lundy,
Julie Malake, Kathy Nice, Darren Speth, Sherry Staub, and
Kent Turner).

DONATIONS
Thank you to all of the individuals that made donations to
Nahant this winter; Jolinda Burr (rock & mineral collection),
Linda Easley (aquarium), Shirley Horstmann (turtle pudding)
Lisa Huber (craft supplies), Brian Ritter (compost bin), Linda
Roy (animal skulls, shells, gourds, & arrowheads), Sherry
Staub (aquafarm & betta fish), John Ward (monetary
donation), Cal Werner (monetary donation in memorial for
Doyle McCully), Hy-Vee (bagels & fruit for breakfast with
birds), and the Masonic Temple Hamilton Lodge #664
(student sponsorship).

Nahant Marsh Wish List
The following is a list of supplies and tools needed at Nahant Marsh. If you would like to donate any of the following items, please
email nahantmarsh@eicc.edu or call 563.323.5196. Also, please visit our Wish List Registry on Amazon where you can directly
purchase items for our captive animals by using this link: www.amazon.com/gp/registry/wishlist/34MY82W3Q8MJF
Your donations are tax-deductible. Thank you for supporting the Nahant Marsh Education Center!
Education

Lawn & Garden Tools
– youth

up to advanced levels)
– bobcat, badger,
black bear, bison, mountain lion,
opossum, elk)
-terrain vehicle
Miscellaneous

fish, & birds of prey native to
Midwest)
native to Midwest)
Midwest)
Midwest)
Arts & Crafts
Animal Care
tacky glue)
Office
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Nahant Marsh preserve is one of the largest urban wetlands on the Upper
Mississippi River. It is comprised of marshy areas, mesic, wet and sand
prairie, and bottomland forest. A spring-fed quarry, known as Carp Lake,
and the surrounding grounds, is part of the Nahant Marsh preserve as well.
The building and 78 acres of land is owned and managed by the City of
Davenport. The remaining land is held by the Nahant Board, a 501(c)(3).
The educational programming is overseen by Eastern Iowa Community
Colleges (EICC). EICC’s Advanced Technology Environmental Energy
Center (ATEEC) is also a critical part of Nahant Marsh.

Getting to Nahant Marsh…
From Davenport, Iowa:
Take Highway 22 South and turn left on Wapello Avenue (last left turn
before the I-280 overpass). Follow Wapello Avenue and you will see
Nahant Marsh to your left, just before the railroad crossing.

From Illinois:
Take I-280 to Iowa and take the Highway 22/Rockingham Road exit.
Turn right onto Highway 22 and right onto Wapello Avenue. Nahant
Marsh is on the left, just before the railroad crossing

Exploring Nahant Marsh
Nahant Marsh is home to over 150 species of birds, more than 400 species of plants, and a wide variety of mammals, fish,
reptiles, amphibians, and insects, including several rare and endangered species. The trails, dock, and bird blind at Nahant Marsh
allow you to experience different habitats including marsh, sand and mesic prairies, bottomland woods, and vernal ponds.
Education Center Hours:
Monday through Friday from 8AM- 4:30PM & Saturdays from 9AM-NOON, or by special appointment.
Preserve Hours:
Open Daily from Sunrise to Sunset

