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Nahant Film Premiere
Coming to the Putnam Museum on April 4th
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Nahant Marsh Education Center invites you and your
family to the Nahant Film Premiere at the Putnam
Museum on April 4th, 2013 with two show times at
5:30 and 7:30pm.
Each show time will include two films: the Emmy
award-winning “Mississippi: Tales of a River Rat”,
a documentary highlighting life on the river during
seasonal changes as experienced by Kenny Salwey, the
last river rat and “Resurrecting the Wetlands: The
Story of Nahant Marsh―, an inspirational tale of survival, restoration, and fortitude.
This is the first public showing of Nahant‘s documentary, so gather the family and enjoy the show!
Special guest Kenny Salwey, will be signing books and
telling tales after each showing.

Visit us at our Nahant Marsh
website:
www.nahantmarsh.org
Nahant Marsh Website:
 Educational
information
 Photos
 Become a Member
 Marshy Facts
 Calendar of Events
 This Newsletter
 Sign-up sheets for events
 And much more!!!

The Making of Nahant’s Documentary
By: Victoria Green
When Brian Ritter proposed working on the
Nahant Marsh documentary to me several
months ago, I had no idea what it would entail.
I said ‗sure,‘ and five months later we have a
nearly finished product.
We began the process by gathering information
about the history of Nahant and the surrounding areas. I tracked down many articles about
the area‘s past and arranged interviews with Karen Anderson, a historian and Rick Corbin, a
local whose family worked and played in the
area during the early 20th century. Karen elaborated the story of the Rockingham/Davenport
election to determine the seat of Scott County.
Both communities resorted to dirty tactics such
as bribing mine laborers from Dubuque (who
were described as ―the most wretched looking
rowdies that had ever appeared in the streets of
Davenport‖) with $3,000 and 10 barrels of
whiskey for their votes. Other stories included

tales of Rick Corbin‘s grandmother‘s life on the family farm outrunning the police on her favorite horse
and socializing with the soldiers who traveled
through the area by train. Then came the process of
formulating a storyline progression of the film and
finding interviews, footage, and pictures that fit the
appropriate sections.
Finally, Harry Walker, our filmmaker began producing drafts of the film. Brian, Harry, Amy Loving,
and myself spent many hours fine tuning each of
Harry‘s drafts. This process is still continuing and
we are all working to make the best possible product
for our debut and subsequent release. We are all so
thankful for the help of our expert interviewees and
all who provided input for the film drafts, and to our
filmmaker Harry who has invested so much of his
time and energy in our film. This long process is
almost at an end and we will soon have another medium to reach even more people with our story and
message of conservation and education.
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Join us for our Spring Service Days
Nahant will be hosting two very important service days. The first is
our Spring Clean-Up on April 27th. Last year‘s volunteers cleared
brush, planted trees, and cleaned up large amounts of trash from the
marsh and the banks of the Mississippi River. This is a Global Youth
Service Day Project and we greatly encourage youth to come and get
involved.
The second event is our Annual Garlic Mustard Pull on May 4th. Last
year we pulled 79 bags of garlic mustard and we would like to pull
even more this year! This is an invasive species in Iowa and has been
devastating to our native plants in many areas. Please join us for these
service days and help the marsh! Register at www.nahantmarsh.org.

Upcoming Spring Events at Nahant Marsh

Muddy Boots: April 3rd, 3:30-5:00pm
Herb Gardening: Come learn about the benefits and uses of
herbs, and the basics of container gardening. Ages:8-12. Cost: $5
per youth. Register online at www.nahantmarsh.org. Space is
limited.

Muddy Boots: April 3rd, 3:30-5:00pm

Nahant Marsh Film Premiere: April 4th, 5:30 and
7:30pm showings

Backyard Birding: Come learn about the different kinds
of birds you can find in your neighborhood and what kind
of food will attract them to your backyard. Participants will
make their own feeder to take home. Ages:8-12. Cost: $5
per youth. Register online at www.nahantmarsh.org. Space
is limited.

We invite you and your family to join us for the premiere of our
new documentary Resurrecting the Wetlands: The Story of Nahant
Marsh. Tickets will be available through Putnam Museum.

Friends of Nahant Meeting: April 24th, 6:007:00pm

Toddler Tales: April 9th, 10:00-11:00am and 2:003:00pm
Did you know one acre of land can contain more than a million
earthworms? Come learn about worms and investigate how
many worms we have at Nahant. Ages: 3-5 with accompanying
adult. Cost: $3 per child. Register online at
www.nahantmarsh.org.

Spring Sunset Hike: April 10th, 6:30-7:30pm
Explore the marsh at dusk when the wildlife is abundant. Sunsets at Nahant are truly masterpieces painted by mother earth.
Be sure to bring your camera! The trails are on flat terrain making this guided hike perfect for everyone. Cost $5. Register
online at www.nahantmarsh.org.

Are you looking to get more involved at Nahant? Then
join us at our monthly Friends meeting!

Homeschool: April 26th, 2:30-4:00pm
Students will learn about sustainable gardening and its importance on our economy and environment. Register
online at www.nahantmarsh.org.

Spring Clean-up: April 27th, 8:30-Noon
Come help us cleanup Nahant Marsh and the river banks.
This cleanup is a Global Youth Service Day Project; we
strongly encourage youth to get involved! Register your
group at www.nahantmarsh.org.

Nahant Marsh Education Center

Make Friends with the Marsh Garlic Mustard
Pull: May 4th, 9:00am-Noon
Join the Friends of Nahant as they work to remove this
invasive plant. Register online at www.nahantmarsh.org.

Muddy Boots: May 8th, 3:30-5:00pm
Native American Hunters ~ Native Americans had
very effective ways of hunting game. Participants will
learn all about atlatl and archery. Ages: 8-12. Cost: $5 per
youth. Register online at www.nahantmarsh.org. Space is
limited.

Toddler Tales: May 14th, 10:00-11:00am and
2:00-3:00pm
The bees are buzzing at Nahant. Come explore the wonderful world of bees! Ages: 3-5 with accompanying adult.
Cost: $3 per youth. Register online at
www.nahantmarsh.org.

Muddy Boots: May 22nd, 3:30-5:00pm
Camping and Survival Skills ~ Come learn some basic
survival skills like how to build a fire, pitch a tent, filter
water and use a sundial. Ages: 8-12. Cost: $5 per youth.
Register online at www.nahantmarsh.org. Space is limited.

Friends of Nahant Meeting: May 29th, 6:007:00pm
Are you looking to get more involved at Nahant? Then
join us at our monthly Friends meeting!

Homeschool: May 31st, 2:30-4:00pm
Students will learn how to identify a few common fish,
responsible fishing methods, as well as, catch-and-release
fishing. Register online at www.nahantmarsh.org.
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Make Friends with the Marsh: June 1st, 9:00amNoon
Join the Friends of Nahant as they work on various outdoor
and indoor projects. Please come dressed in comfortable/old
clothing. Walk-ins are welcome; if coming with a group call
ahead at 563.323.5196 or email nahantmarsh@eicc.edu.

Muddy Boots: June 5th, 3:30-5:00pm
Bike Ride Along the Mississippi River Our adventure will
begin at Nahant and across the bridge to Credit Island. Rental
bikes will be available to those who need them. Registration
must be at least 48 hours in advance in order to reserve a
bike. Ages: 8-12. Cost: $5 per youth. Register online at
www.nahantmarsh.org. Space is limited.

Toddler Tales: June 11th., 10:00-11:00am and 2:003:00pm
Come learn about the living things found right here in Nahant‘s prairie! Ages: 3-5 with accompanying adult. Cost: $3
per youth. Register online at www.nahantmarsh.org.

Muddy Boots: June 19th, 3:30-5:00pm
Fishy Fish: Come join us as we explore the world of fish.
Participants will gather data and identify fish using an electric
fish shocker, just like a professional fish biologist. Ages: 8-12.
Cost: $5 per youth. Register online at www.nahantmarsh.org.
Space is limited.

EDIWILD: June 24th-27th
EDIWILD is a 4-day workshop to facilitate the incorporation
of environmental education into the school curriculum. The
course will use an interdisciplinary approach of teaching and
will emphasize local natural resource, environmental stewardship, and conservation practices.

Friends of Nahant Meeting: June 26th, 6:007:00pm
Are you looking to get more involved at Nahant? Then join
us at our monthly Friends meeting!
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AmeriCorps NCCC Teams help with Renovations
By: Brian Ritter
Two AmeriCorps NCCC teams from Vinton, IA spent a total of
6 days at Nahant Marsh and helped with demolition and remodeling at our recently-acquired house and property near Carp
Lake. Each team consisted of 11 members. During their time
here, the team members removed over 30 cubic yards of debris
from the house and garage, recycled over 1,500 pounds of metal
and electronics, and helped to haul and donate a trailer full of
materials to Habitat Restore.
The AmeriCorps teams helped to remove and replace damaged
drywall, flooring, cabinet and toilets, painted, cleaned, organized,
and aided in repairs in both the house and garage. Although the
work on the house is not yet complete, their hard work has got
us much closer to our goal of a functional property. The Friends
of Nahant Marsh assisted by leading the teams and providing
lunches and snacks for the hungry workers. Nahant Marsh Education Center has been working with AmeriCorps in various capacities for several years now and we have always been impressed
with both the amount and quality of work that they provide.

Friends of Nahant: How I Came to Volunteer
By: Darren Speth
Nahant Marsh—a gem that is packed with the spirit of
Mother Nature. That could be the graceful play of otters,
being able to walk through the prairie when the swarms of
bees are gathering what they need, paying no attention to
you at all, or the brilliant craftsmanship of the beavers‘
work. All this and much more create an incredible environment right in the middle of an industrial area that is
supporting how we humans live.
My desire has been to find a place here in the quad cities
that I can put in some effort trying to replace the other
places that I have lived; Hawaii, Florida, and the mountains of North Carolina. I have been able to find that place
here at Nahant Marsh.
The Master Conservationist, Master Naturalist, and Master
Gardeners programs, as well as the Friends of Nahant
Marsh, have helped give me a background in the outdoor
world and the satisfaction of being a volunteer. I have developed good relations with Mother Nature and fellow
outdoor enthusiasts. I urge you to do the same. It‘s good.
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Kids Corner: Spring is Here Word Search
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American Beaver (Castor canadensis)
By: Elizabeth Jurich
The beavers have been busy at Nahant. The main marsh is the highest it
has been in months thanks to the dam
they built. While they are hard to spot
because they are nocturnal and secretive, there is plenty of evidence that
they are here.
Other than humans, beavers are the
only other mammal that can drastically
alter their environment. They fell trees
and build dams which can result in
changes to plant, animal, and microbial
communities.
They are renowned for their ability to
fell relatively large trees. This gives
them greater access to food and provides them with the raw materials they
need to construct dams and lodges.
Dams provide areas of still, open water where the lodge can be constructed
and protected from terrestrial predators. The lodge is made from mud and
sticks and has one or more underwater
entrances with a dry inner chamber.
Their diet consists of non-woody
plants in the spring and summer, with
an increase of trees and shrubs in the
autumn and winter. Beavers may even
create caches of branches and logs underwater to be eaten over the winter.

Beavers are in the rodent family and
are North America‘s largest rodents.
They can be 3-4 feet in length and
weigh 22-75 pounds. Their pelage is
brown, with gray underfur. It is also
the only rodent to have a broad, flat,
scaly tail. The beavers in North America were once heavily trapped and
highly prized. The American beaver is
often cited as being the key stimulus
for the westward expansion of European settlement across North America. In the early 1900s, their numbers
were drastically low due to trapping.
Thanks to re-establishment programs
and hunting regulations they are now
common and widespread, even found
in areas that they did not historically
inhabit.
Beavers are found throughout much
of North America with the exception
of Florida, the southwestern deserts,
and the arctic tundra. Outside of its
original range, the American beaver
has been introduced to Argentina,
Finland, and eastern Russia. They are
classified as Least Concern on the
IUCN Red List.
They are found near bodies of water,
where suitable food and building resources are available.

Beavers are considered semi-aquatic
mammals and have many adaptations
for living in the water. They have
webbed hind feet that help it swim
and claws on their forefeet give them
dexterity in handling food. They can
close its mouth behind their front incisors so they can eat underwater or
carry building materials without taking
in water. Their tail provides steering
and propulsion for swimming and
diving. They also slap it on the surface
of the water as an alarm call. Their
nose and ears have valve-like flaps
that can be closed underwater and
their eyes have a transparent lid so
they can see while under water.

For more information please look at the
following websites:
http://www.mnh.si.edu/mna/image_info
.cfm?species_id=32
http://www.arkive.org/americanbeaver/castor-canadensis/
http://www.nwf.org/Wildlife/WildlifeLibrary/Mammals/American-Beaver.aspx
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Invasive species profile: Wild Parsnip (Pastinaca sativa)
By: Katie Goff
Not being well versed in the invasive species list for Iowa
could get you burned, literally! The wild parsnip, an invasive
species to Iowa, contains a chemical that is activated by sunlight and when coming into contact with it causes a skin rash
similar to poison ivy. This unique invasive weed has some
defining characteristics that will help you identify and avoid
the noxious plant.
The wild parsnip, a native of Asia and Eastern Europe, is a
member of the carrot family. In early spring and summer the
wild parsnip is a small display of feathered leaves, spending
most of this period of time growing its long anchored taproot. In the late summer and early fall of the plant‘s second
season, the wild parsnip will begin its flowering phase, sending up single stalks with yellow, umbrella-like clusters as the
seed heads. The flower stalks can grow to be more than four
feet tall. The flowering wild parsnip can often look like prairie parsley. The two can be distinguished by their leaf patterns – wild parsnip has jagged notched leaves that tend to
curl in on themselves, while prairie parsley has flat, more
delicate and fingered leaves. The wild parsnip‘s flowering
heads can often look similar to Queen Anne ‘s Lace, but
yellow flowers characterize the wild parsnip.

produces the chemical, furanocoumarin, which is photosensitive (reacting with light) and can cause phytophotodermatitis – a skin rash. The condition is actually a type of chemical
burn, not an allergic reaction. If you are going to come in
contact with wild parsnip it is advised to wear gloves and
long pants and shirt to protect your skin.

Like many other invasive species, the wild parsnip is an opportunist that often colonizes freshly disturbed ground like
abandoned fields, roadsides, river banks and generally higher
-traffic areas. The weed can be found in many places in the
US and has been documented in at least 133 reports in Iowa
alone. For many states it is listed as a noxious weed. One
major concern for this species is the noxious nature of it.
The painful burns it can give people are a health hazard that
has many people worried. The wild parsnip naturally

Although care must be taken when approaching this invasive
weed, management can be an easy task for land stewards.
Most recommend digging into the tap root with a trowel or
shovel to sever the root to stop growth and spreading. You
can also mow the plants down but be cautious of their leaf
matter. For larger areas like roadsides and open fields that
are prevalent with wild parsnip it is recommended to cut the
plant down after flowering but before seeds mature. Additional passes with a mower may be necessary.
Local hikers, gardeners and woods-trampers might want to
familiarize themselves with this plant for the coming spring
and summer. Keep an eye out for this toxic invasive species
by looking for tall stems with yellow flowered umbrella
heads.
For more information please look at the following websites:
http://dnr.wi.gov/org/caer/ce/eek/veg/plants/wildparsnip.htm
http://wcfcourier.com/news/local/invader-wild-parsnip-gainingground-in-iowa/article_9343940f-bdc3-5e8d-bb61f87226faac4e.html
http://www.eddmaps.org/tools/statereport.cfm?id=us_ia
http://www.invasivespeciesinfo.gov/unitedstates/ia.shtml
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Nahant Marsh
Nahant Marsh Education Center
4220 Wapello Avenue
Davenport, IA 52802
Phone: 563-323-5196

Visit our website:
www.nahantmarsh.org

Nahant Marsh preserve is one of the largest urban wetlands on the Upper Mississippi River. It is comprised of marshy areas, mesic, wet, and sand prairie, and
bottomland forest. A spring-fed quarry, known as Carp Lake, and the surrounding grounds, is part of the Nahant Marsh Preserve as well. Nahant Marsh
was used for skeet and trap shooting from the 1960‘s to the 1990‘s. Because of
the lead left behind, the marsh was declared an EPA Superfund site and was
cleaned up in 1999. After that time, the site was declared a preserve and educational center. The building and 78 acres of land is owned and managed by the
City of Davenport. The remaining land is held by the Nahant Board, a 501c3.
The Educational programming is overseen by the Eastern Iowa Community
College District. River Action, Inc. is also a critical part of Nahant Marsh.
Getting to Nahant Marsh…

From Davenport, Iowa:
Take Highway 22 South and turn left on Wapello Avenue ( last left turn before
the I-280 overpass). Follow Wapello Avenue and you will see Nahant Marsh to
your left, just before the railroad crossing.

From Illinois:
Take I-280 to Iowa and take the Highway 22/Rockingham Road Exit. Turn
right onto highway 22 and right onto Wapello Avenue. Nahant Marsh is on the
left, just before the railroad crossing

Exploring Nahant Marsh
Nahant Marsh is home to over 150 species of birds, more than 400 species of plants, and a wide variety of mammals, fish, reptiles, amphibians, and insects, including several rare and endangered species.
The trails, dock, and bird blind at Nahant Marsh allow you to experience different habitats: including marsh, sand and mesic prairies, bottomland woods, and vernal ponds.
Center Hours:
Monday through Friday from 8AM- 4:30PM and Saturdays from 9AM-NOON, or by special appointment.
Preserve Hours:
Open Daily from Sunrise to Sunset

