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Nahant Marsh Spring News
By: Brian Ritter

Turtle Nesting Area AmeriCorps NCCC

March, 3 different AmeriCorps National Civilian
ommunity Corps (NCCC) teams came to Nahant anc
pelped with ongoing restoration projects. Each team,
comprised of 14012 members, stayed at the Education
Center for 3 days and helped to clear brush from sand
areas for Nahantés tu rp{a‘rle resgw rh5|teacfezf\r8 SQ and qeﬂr'é ffom H“?
. - berm alon parking lot, an help with organizing
Bl andingbés turtle.
the garage and education center.

Nahant Marsh received a grant for $8,50
from QC WILD PLACESto begin the restoration
of 2 acres of sand prairie. This restoration will no
only help to improve plant and insect diversity at
the marsh, but will also provide improved nesting

. Tze first Stip in this Zro;‘ests) |nr\1/olvr:e d d én additional AmeriCorps NCCC team, being spon-
removing Qzens oftrees and shrubs that had ta Hed by Living Lands and Waters Million Tree Pro-
hold in the area over dch§ibPRmidgtoNanantif Apfil o contindbdvihe
work crew, with the help of 3 AmeriCorps NCCC restoration efforts. Living Lands and Waters is kind
teams worked through the winter and springtocnough t o Al oand wus this

down and haul away the massive amount of brusfays impressed with the hard work of these young pe

and firewood. Although many people may be ple who go above and beyond to make a difference in
alarmed to see trees being cut down at a nature the communities that they serve. To learn more about

i o the NCCC program, go to:
preserve, preurveys at the site found primarily http://www.americorps.gov/about/programs/nccc.asp
invasive or common plants in the area, including
white mulberry, dogwoods, and garlic mustard.
The 67 species of trees and shrubs will be re-
placed by 40+ species of native prairie plants.

Nahant Receives Grant for New Scientific
and Technology Equipment

Because of the sandy soil, the site isa Nahant Marsh received $15,000 from Eastern lowa
preferred location for turtle nesting. The extensivéommunity Colleges and the Scott County Regional
tree and shrub growth has made the area less faAuthority for the purchase of new scientific, educa-
vorable for nesting over the past few years. A tional, and technological equipment. Thus far the
seeding of native dry prairie species will take plaggoney has been used to purchase new laptops, soil
once the area has been surveyed for any remnarineters, digital cameras, trail cameras, thermal camera
prairie species that may have survived the incur-nets, field guides, and a variety of other equipment tha
sion of trees. In addition, a raised viewing platforiwill be used to enhance the educational experience an
and ramp will be built in the area. This will allow our overall understanding of the marsh.
people to view the site and the marsh without dis-
turbing turtle nests. Large stumps that have been
left onsite will gradually be cleared as they begin
to rot. The site will be monitored throughout the
summer for turtle nesting and for theemmergence
of native plants.


http://www.americorps.gov/about/programs/nccc.asp
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Upcoming Spring Events at Nahant Marsh

By: Leanne McEvoy

There are many exciting events coming up at the marsh! With spring in progress and summer just arounc
corner, we are providing lots of opportunities for you to spend some time outdoors enjoying all that the marsh has
offer. There are events for all ages, and we hope you will join us!
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m The largest service event in the world.

Global Youth Service Day is the longest
running and largest annual day of service and is dedi-
cated to getting youth involved in service throughout
their communities.

Millions of youth, ages &5, in over 100 coun-
tries will participate in this event. Serving AmeriCorps
members throughout lowa along with our Friends of
Nahant group have planned a tree and shrub planting
and spring cleawp for this day of service.

All ages are welcome at this event, but we are
strongly encouraging youth to participate. GYSD will
be on April 14th from 8:30a.r12p.m. at Nahant
Marsh.

For more information

or to register,

please contact Amy Loving at 58235196 or
nahantmarsh@eicc.edu
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We have a very special guest joining us for
Toddler Tales this month! Ann Hailey, author of the
Fishscale Girlseries, will be coming to Nahant
Marsh to tell us all about how Fishscale Girl came tc
be.

Hailey is a Davenport native, and her books
revolve around the adventures of a doll named Fish-
scale Girl whose body is a scale from an Amazon
fish. Children or given the opportunity to learn
about nature and culture in this bilingual series.

Toddler Tales is on the third Thursday of
every month from 111a.m. Toddler Tales with
Ann Hailey, author of Fishscale Girl series will be
held on April 19th at the education center at Nahant
Marsh

http://www.cochiypress.com/images/AmazRiver-fishscaledolls.jpg
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Spring Flowers
Word Search
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AZALEA DAISY HYACINTH ROSE
CROCUS DANDELION IRIS TULIP
DAFFODIL DIANTHUS LILAC VIOLET

http://freebies.about.com/gi/o.htm?zi=1/XJ&zTi=1&sdn=freebies&cdn=hobbies&tm=111&gps=302_603_1259_848&f=10&su=p284.1
342.ip_&tt=3&bt=1&bts=1&zu=http%3A//mww.dItkids.com/t_template.asp%3Ft%3Dhttp%3A//www.dltk
holidays.com/spring/imagesieordsearch3.gif
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Marsh Marigold is an herba-
ceous perennial plant, in the
buttercup family
(Ranunculaceae). It is found on
the edges of marshes, ponds,
streams, and rivers in the
Northern Hemisphere and is
perhaps one of the most an-
cient British native plants. The
common name is and adapta-
tion of AMary
fers to the presence of these
flowers at church festivals held
in the Middle Ages.

Marsh Marigold has glossy
green, hearshaped leaves and
bright yellow blossoms. The
flowers are 1to 2-inches wide
and contain 8 shiny sepals,
which help attract pollinators.

Usually these plants are among

the first to bloom at Nahant
starting in early April and last-
ing until mid-June.

http://mwww.illinoiswildflowers.info/

wetland/plants/marsh marigold.htm

Marsh Marigold
(Caltha palustris)
By: Elizabeth Jurich

Marsh Marigold produces large
amounts of nectar in early spring,
which provides an important food
source to bees and flies. Although the
flowers look yellow to us, they ap-
pear purple to bees and the ultraviolet
lights that reflects of each flower cre-
ates a black center helping to guide
the bees to the nectar.

For more information please look at the following
websites:

-www.illinoiswildflowers.info/wetland/plants/
marsh_marigold.htm
-www.dec.ny.gov/docs/

administration pdf/0410mrshmargld.pdf

While these plants are safe for
bees and flies, they are poison-
ous to humans. If consumed, all
parts of the marsh marigold are
dangerous to humans and live-
stock. Even touching the plants
may cause skin irritation. How-
ever, this did not stop the Iro-
quois or the colonists from try-
ing to use these plants. The Iro-
quois used the roots to brew tea
as an antidote for love charms
and it would make them very
sick. The colonists ate the
young tender leaves after boil-
ing them several times to re-
move the toxic compounds

Human Eyes

Bee's Eyes

www.themeetingplacenorth.co.uk/
food-anddrink/thosenutrients


http://www.illinoiswildflowers.info/wetland/plants/marsh_marigold.htm
http://www.illinoiswildflowers.info/wetland/plants/marsh_marigold.htm
http://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/administration_pdf/0410mrshmargld.pdf
http://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/administration_pdf/0410mrshmargld.pdf
http://www.illinoiswildflowers.info/wetland/plants/marsh_marigold.htm
http://www.illinoiswildflowers.info/wetland/plants/marsh_marigold.htm
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Kids Corner
Label me : Spring Planting!

WORD BANK

Branches

Canopy of Leaves
Roots
Trunk

@EnchantedLearning.com
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WORD BANK

Soll
Stem
Watering Can
Bud
Flower
Leaf
Plant Pot


http://www.enchantedlearning.com/label/
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Nahant Marsh Spring Burning

It is
spring meaning that is time for some
prescribed burning down here at the
Marsh. In order to prepare, members
from the Nahant Marsh work crew as
well as some AmeriCorps members
completed a wild land fire training

course and attended wild land fire trai
ing field days. Throughout the class a
field days we learned about various wi

land fire techniques.

By: Karri Folks

On Friday Morning March
23rd the burn ban on Scott County
was lifted and the marsh begarn
building our burn plan! On Thursday
March 28th the weather conditions
became just right for the perfect
burn. The burn crew consisted of
Our Director, Naturalist, Work
Crew, and Americorp members.
There were several plots burned in.
cluding parts of our prairie, as well

as trails over in Field 1.
A burn ban across Scott County

went into effect on the morning of
March 15th because of extremely dry
conditions, according to a proclamation
by the lowa State Fire Marshal. Fire
chiefs across Scott County sought the
ban because of extremely dry condi-
tions that the st ¢ Fire Mar shal
fice confirmed, saying there was a dan-
ger to life and property. The ban was
said to conclude when conditions im-
prove to a point when the Scott County
Emergency Management Agency noti-
fies the state the danger has passed.




